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LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

Title, Purpose and Objectives

Lake Township hereby ordains these regulations for the use of land and structures
within the township.

SECTION 101. SHORT TITLE

This ordinance shall be known as the “Lake Township Zoning Ordinance.”

SECTION 102. PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES

This Zoning Ordinance is based on the adopted Lake Township Master Plan and any
amendments to the Master Plan addressing future development patterns and development
goals. This Ordinance is intended to implement the Master Plan by regulating the use of
land, buildings and structures to promote the public health, safety and general welfare by
accomplishing the following:

A.

Establishment of zoning districts and uniform regulations applicable to
each district governing the use of the land and dimensions for building and
site development with such minimum regulations as are deemed
necessary to carry out the provisions of this Ordinance.

Accommodate and promote land uses which are compatible with the
Township’s character and conserve the property values and stability of
prime farmlands, rural residential areas, residential neighborhoods,
conservation/recreation areas, residential/business districts and general
business districts.

Encourage use of the lands and natural resources in accordance with their
character and capability, thus preserving the sensitive and important
environmental features in the Township, such as wetlands, lakes, prime
farmland, topography, open space, mature vegetation and wildlife habitat.
The Ordinance acknowledges the importance of these features on the
long-term economic climate of all uses in the Township and the overall
quality of life for Township residents.

Title, Purpose and Objectives
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D. Limit or prohibit improper use of land.
E. Reduce hazards to life and property.

F. Balance the Township’s right to compatible and quality development with
the property owners’ right to a reasonable rate of return on investment.

G. Provide property owners with reasonable, though not always direct,
access to property.

H. Establish controls over potential conflicting land uses and uses which may
need special regulations as Special Land Uses to be compatible with
surrounding development patterns and zoning.

Promote the gradual elimination of uses, buildings and structures which
do not conform to the regulations and standards of this Ordinance.

J. Provide for administering this Ordinance, including resolving conflicts with
other ordinances, collection of fees, procedures for petitions, hearings and
appeals; and to provide for any other matters authorized by the Rural
Township Zoning Act.

SECTION 103. INTERPRETATION

Where this Ordinance imposes a greater restriction upon the use of land or buildings than
is imposed by other laws or ordinance, or by rules, regulations, permits, easements,
covenants or agreements that may be in force, the provision of this Ordinance shall
control. Where provisions of any other Ordinance or Regulation of Lake Township impose
stricter requirements for the use of land or buildings, the provisions of the other Ordinance
or regulation shall govern.

SECTION 104. ADMINISTRATIVE LIABILITY

No officer, agent, employee, or member of the Planning Commission, Township Board, or
Board of Appeals shall render himself personally liable for any damage that may accrue to
any person as the result of any act, decision or other consequence or occurrence arising
out of the discharge of his duties and responsibilities pursuant to this Ordinance.

SECTION 105. SEVERABILITY

It is the legislative intent that this Ordinance be liberally construed and should any
provision or section of this Ordinance be held unconstitutional or invalid, such ruling shall
not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the Ordinance. It is intended that this
Ordinance shall stand, notwithstanding the invalidity of any part thereof.

Title, Purpose and Objectives 1-2
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SECTION 106. REPEAL

The existing zoning regulations of Lake Township as amended are hereby repealed.
However, said repeal shall not abate any action now pending review under or by virtue of
the ordinance herein repealed. Nor shall said repeal discontinue, abate, modify, or alter
any penalty accrued or to occur. Nor shall it affect the rights of any person, firm, or
corporation. Nor shall said repeal waive any right of the Township under any section or
provision of the Ordinance hereunder repealed that was existing at the time of the passage
and effective date of this Ordinance.

SECTION 107. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall take effect upon January 5, 2007, seven days following publication of
notice of adoption in the Huron Daily Tribune on December 29, 2006, pursuant to the
Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Act 110 of 2006.

Title, Purpose and Objectives 1-3
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Definitions

SECTION 201. RULES APPLYING TO THE TEXT
For the purpose of this Chapter the terms and words herein are defined as follows:

Terms not herein defined shall have the meaning customarily assigned to them. For the
purpose of this Ordinance, certain rules of construction apply to the Text as follows:

Words used in the present tense include the future tense; and, the singular includes the
plural, unless the context clearly indicates the contrary.

The word “person” includes a corporation or firm as well as an individual.
The word “structure” includes the word “building.”
The word “lot” includes the words “plot,” “tract,” or “parcel.”

The terms “shall” is always mandatory and not discretionary; the words “may” is
permissive.

The words “used” or occupied” as applied to any land or structure shall be construed to
include the words “intend, arranged or designed to be used to occupied.”

Any word or term not herein defined shall be used with a meaning of common standard
use.

The term “he” shall be read as he, she, or they.

SECTION 202. DEFINITIONS

ACCESSORY BUILDING: A subordinate building, the use of which is incidental to
that of the main building, and which is located on the same parcel of property as
the main building. (Amended 4.18.2011 adding): To include canvas and
aluminum structures, those are to be classified as open structures. Open
structures can have a roof, but no front, back or sides enclosed. They have the
same requirements as a normal accessory building.

Definitions
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Principal and Accessory ACCESSORY BUILDING, ATTACHED: A building accessory to the
Buildings - Residential main building, which is physically attached to the main building.

Accessory
Structure
(detached)

Principal
Building

ACCESSORY BUILDING, DETACHED: A building accessory to
the main building which is not attached and completely separate
from the main building.

ACCESSORY USE: A use of land or a portion of the building
customarily incidental and subordinate to the actual principal use of
the land or building and located on the same parcel of property with
such principal use of the land or building.

Principal and Accessory Use

Accessory
Use (storage
of materials)

Principal Use
(Carpet Store)

AGRICULTURE: Farms and general farming, including horticulture, floriculture,
dairying, livestock or poultry raising, farm forestry and other similar enterprises or
uses, but no farms shall be operated for the disposal of garbage, sewage, rubbish,
offal, or as rendering plant or for the slaughtering of animals, except such animals
as have been raised on the premises and for the use and consumption of persons
residing on those premises.

ALTERATIONS: Any change, addition or modification in construction or type of
occupancy; any change in the structural members of a building, such as walls,
partitions, columns, beams, girders; any change in the location of a building; or
any change which may be referred to herein as “altered” or “reconstructed”.

ANIMAL FARM: Any farm with a sufficient number of animals on the premises to
equal or exceed a total of twenty (20) “Animal Units”, as defined below. It is
characterized by the confinement of livestock or poultry where the confinement
area has accumulated manure that must be removed, or where a sustained
ground cover (crops, vegetation, forage growth or post harvest residue) cannot be
maintained over the normal growing season throughout the area where animals
are confined.

Definitions

2-2 Updated w/4.18.2011 amendments
Updated w/5.20.2013 amendments
Updated w/8.06.2015 amendments



LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

ANIMAL UNITS. Measure of the relative volume of waste material produced by
various types of animals. The Michigan Department of Natural Resources has
defined the following standards to be equal to twenty (20) animal units: twenty
(20) slaughter or feed cattle, fourteen (14) mature dairy cattle (whether milked or
dry), fifty (50) swine each weighing fifty-five (55) pounds or more, ten (10) horses,
two hundred (200) sheep or lambs, one thousand one hundred (1100) turkeys, two
thousand (2000) laying hens or broilers in a facility having a continuous overflow
watering system, six hundred (600) laying hens or broilers in a facility having a
liquid manure system, or one hundred (100) ducks or geese. All other animal
classes or types not listed here but contained in the Michigan Right to Farm Act or
described in the Michigan Commission of Agriculture Policy shall be calculated at
one thousand (1,000) pounds live weight equals one (1) animal unit.

APARTMENT: A room or suite of rooms in a multiple-family dwelling used as a
dwelling for one family which does its cooking therein.

APARTMENT HOUSE: A residential structure containing three (3) or more
attached apartments.

ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: Features of a building including cornices, eaves,
overhangs, gutters, belt courses, columns, sills, lintels, chimneys and decorative
ornaments that enhances the appearance of the building.

AUTOMOBILE REPAIR: General repair, engine rebuilding, rebuilding or
reconditioning of motor vehicles including collision service, such as body, frame, or
fender straightening and repair, painting, vehicle rust-proofing and any related
activities.

AUTOMOBILE SERVICE STATION: A building or structure designed or used for
the retail sale of fuel (stored only in underground tanks), lubricants, air, water and
other operating commodities for motor vehicles, aircraft or boats. It may include
the customary space and facilities for the installation of such commodities on or in
such vehicles, and space for facilities for temporary storage, minor repair, or major
repairs and overhauling, steam cleaning, rust-proofing, where the primary use of
the premises is such, or high-speed washing thereof, or sales of used cars, used
trucks, new trucks, motorcycles or other land vehicle type, or sales unrelated to
service station use.

AUTOMOBILE WASH ESTABLISHMENT: A building, or portion thereof, the
primary purpose of which is that of washing motor vehicles.

Definitions 2-3 Updated w/4.18.2011 amendments
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BASEMENT: That portion of a building wholly or partly below grade, but so
constructed that the vertical distance from the average grade to the basement floor
is greater than the vertical distance from the average grade to the basement
ceiling.

Basement

"A" is greater than "B"

"A" is less than "B" “C"is a story

"C" is a basement

BED AND BREAKFAST: See “Tourist Home” definition.

BEDROOM: A room in a dwelling unit for or intended to be used for sleeping
purposes by human beings.

BENCH MARK: A point of reference used by a surveyor.

BILLBOARD: A freestanding off premise outdoor sign which advertises something
not located on the immediate premises. Billboards shall be located only on State
Highways in general business districts.

BLOCK: A tract of land bounded on all sides by streets, a railroad right-of-way, a
waterway, unsubdivided acreage, or any other barrier to the continuity of
development.

BOARDING HOUSE: A dwelling where meals, or lodging and meals, are provided
for compensation to three (3) or more persons by pre-arrangement for definite
periods of not less than one (1) week. A boarding house is to be distinguished
from a hotel, motel, rooming house, tourist home, a convalescent or nursing home,
or a state licensed or state approved residential facility.

BREEZEWAY: A covered attachment between a house and a garage.
BUFFER: An area, typically found at the perimeter of a use, designed to filter

noise, light and other potentially invasive effects of a higher intensity use, such as
a service station, from a lower intensity use, such as residential development.

Definitions
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BUILDABLE AREA: The space of a lot remaining after the minimum open space
requirements of this ordinance have been complied with.

BUILDING: An independent structure having a roof supported by columns or walls,
intended and/or used for shelter or enclosure of persons or chattels. When any
portion thereof is completely separated from every other part by division walls from
the ground up, and without openings, each portion of such building shall be
deemed a separate building. This refers to both temporary and permanent
structures and includes but not limited to: tents, sheds, garages, stables,
greenhouses, carports or other accessory structures.

BUILDING INSPECTOR: The Building Inspector of Lake Township or his/her
authorized representative.

Building Line

-

BUILDING LINE: A line formed by the face of the building; for the
purposes if this Ordinance, the building line shall be the same as
the front setback line.

BUILDING, MAIN OR PRINCIPAL: A building in which is
conducted the principal use of the lot upon which it is situated.

BUILDING PERMITS: The written authority issued by the Building
Inspector permitting the construction, removal, repair, moving,
alteration or use of a building in conformity with the provisions of
this ordinance.

BUILDING SETBACK LINES: A line(s) defining the minimum front, side or rear
yard requirements outside of which no building or structure may be located, except
as otherwise provided by this ordinance.

CLINIC: A building or group of buildings where human patients are admitted, but
not lodged overnight, for examination and treatment, with services available from a
professional, such as a physician, dentist, etc.

CO-LOCATION. Location by two (2) or more wireless communication providers or
wireless communication facilities on a common structure, tower or building to
reduce the number of structures required to support wireless communication
antennas within the township.

COMMISSION: The Lake Township Planning Commission. The term “Planning
Commission” shall mean the same.

Definitions
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COMMON OPEN SPACE: A parcel or parcels of land or an area of water, or a
combination of land and water within a project site designated in a subdivision plat,
a condominium or a Planned Unit Development designated and intended for use
or enjoyment of all the residents of the project. Common open space may contain
such complementary structures and improvements as are necessary and
appropriate for the common benefit and enjoyment of all the residents of the
project including club houses, pools, tennis courts and similar facilities, held in
common, but shall not include:

A. Areas reserved for the exclusive use or benefit of an individual tenant or
owner, such as fenced yards of private residential yards;

B. Dedicated streets, alleys and other public rights-of-way;
C. Vehicular drives, parking, loading and storage areas; and
D. Areas reserved for non-residential users.

COMPOSTING, COMMERCIAL: The treatment of solid waste in which organic
material is broken down by microorganisms in the presence of oxygen; including
the processing and/or spreading of whey, treated sludge or biosolids or other
organic matter when the matter to be composted, processed or spread is not
generated onsite and the composting, processing and/or spreading is not part of a
routine farming practice.

CONDOMINIUM ACT: Means Public Act 59 of 1978, as amended.

CONDOMINIUM, RESIDENTIAL: Individual ownership of a dwelling unit in a
multiple-family development.

CONDOMINIUM  SUBDIVISION: For the purposes of this ordinance, a
condominium subdivision shall be equivalent to the term “subdivision” as used in
this Zoning Ordinance and the Township Subdivision Control Ordinance #93-2. If
no Township Subdivision Control Ordinance is in effect, the term shall be
equivalent to the term “subdivision” as used in the Subdivision Control Act (Public
Act 288 of 1967, as amended).

CONDOMINIUM SUBDIVISION PLAN: Means the site, survey, and utility plans;
floor plans and sections, as appropriate (if buildings are proposed), showing the
existing and proposed structures and improvements including the location thereof
on the land. The Condominium Subdivision Plan shall show the size, location,
area, and vertical boundaries and volume for each unit comprised of enclosed air
space. A number shall be assigned to each condominium unit. The Condominium
Subdivision Plan shall include the nature, the location, and approximate size of
common elements.

Definitions
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CONDOMINIUM UNIT: That portion of the condominium project designed and
intended for separate ownership and use, as described in the Master Deed.

CONTRACTIBLE CONDOMINIUM: A condominium project from which any portion
of the submitted land or buildings may be withdrawn pursuant to express
provisions in the condominium documents and in accordance with this ordinance
and the Condominium Act.

CONVALESCENT OR NURSING HOME: A home for the care of children, the
aged or the infirm, or a place of rest for those suffering bodily disorders, wherein
three (3) or more persons are cared for. Said home shall also conform to, and
qualify for license under applicable state laws.

CONVERTIBLE AREA: Means a unit or portion of the common elements of the
condominium project referred to in the condominium documents within which
additional condominium units or general or limited common elements may be
created pursuant to express provision in the condominium documents and in
accordance with this ordinance and the Condominium Act.

COTTAGE(S) RENTAL: A dwelling, whether single or multi-family, used at any
time during the year as an income producing property, meaning rent is charged in
exchange for use of the dwelling and associated property.

DENSITY: The number of dwelling units developed on an acre of land, excluding
publicly dedicated streets, parks, and utility easements, if the easement is not
useable for recreation purposes.

DISTRICT: A portion of the township within which certain uses of land and/or
buildings are permitted and within which certain regulations and requirements
apply under the provisions of this ordinance.

DEVELOPMENT (COMPREHENSIVE) PLAN/MASTER PLAN: The statement of
policy of the Township Planning Commission relative to the agreed upon and
officially adopted guidelines for a desirable physical pattern for future community
development. The plan consists of a series of maps, charts and written materials
representing in summary form, the soundest concept for community growth to
occur in an orderly, attractive, economical, and efficient manner thereby creating
the very best community living conditions.

DRIVE-IN ESTABLISHMENT: A business establishment so developed that its
principal retail or service character is dependent on providing a driveway approach
of parking spaces for motor vehicles so as to serve patrons while in the motor
vehicle (e.g., restaurants, cleaners, banks, theaters).

Definitions
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DRIVE-THRU ESTABLISHMENT: An accessory use to a service or restaurant
business where a paved drive area is specifically designated to serve customers in
motor vehicles from a permanent building. The customer does not leave the motor
vehicle, is served from a window, and customarily leaves the premises shortly
after being served. Such uses may include but are not limited to the following:
Financial institutions, fast food establishments, dry cleaners and convenience
stores. It does not include car washes.

DWELLING UNIT: A house or a building, or a portion thereof having cooking
facilities, which is occupied wholly as the home-residence or sleeping place of one
(1) family, either permanently or transiently, but in no case shall a travel trailer,
coach, automobile chassis, tent or portable building be considered a dwelling. In
case of mixed occupancy, where a building is occupied in part as a dwelling unit,
the part so occupied shall be deemed a dwelling unit for the purpose of this
ordinance and shall comply with the provisions thereof relative to dwellings.

DWELLING, SINGLE FAMILY: A building containing not more than one dwelling
unit designed for residential use, complying with the standards found in Section
504 of this ordinance.

DWELLING, TWO FAMILY: A dwelling occupied by two (2) families, each provided
with separate facilities for living accommodations. Also known as a duplex
dwelling, which shall comply with provisions of Section 504 of this ordinance.

DWELLING, MULTIPLE: A building used for and as a residence for three (3) or
more families living independently of each other and each having their own
cooking facilities therein, including apartment houses, townhouses, and apartment
hotels, but not including mobile home parks.

DWELLING, ROW, TERRACE, OR TOWNHOUSE: A row of three or more
attached dwelling units, not more than thirty-five (35’) feet in height, in which each
dwelling has its own front entrance and rear entrance.

EFFICIENCY UNIT: A dwelling unit consisting of one (1) room, exclusive of
bathroom, kitchen, hallway, closets, or dining alcove directly off the principal room
providing a total of not less than four hundred and sixty (550) square feet of floor
area.

ERECTED: As used in this chapter, erected means built, constructed,
reconstructed, moved upon, or any physical operations on the premises required
for the building. Excavations, fill, drainage, and the like, shall be considered a part
of erection.
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ESSENTIAL SERVICES: The erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance
and operation by public utilities or municipal departments or commissions of
underground, surface, or overhead gas, electrical, steam, or water transmission or
distribution systems, collection, communication, supply or disposal systems,
including mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, wires, cables, fire alarm boxes,
traffic signals, hydrants, towers, poles, and other similar equipment and
accessories in connection therewith, as shall be reasonably necessary for the
furnishing of adequate service by such public utilities or municipal departments or
commissions or for public health or general welfare, but not including buildings
other than such buildings as are primarily enclosures or shelters of the above
essential service equipment.

EXPANDABLE CONDOMINIUM: A condominium project to which additional land
may be added pursuant to express provision in the condominium documents in
accordance with this ordinance and the Condominium Act.

FAMILY:

A. One or more persons related by bonds of marriage, blood or legal
adoption occupying a dwelling unit as a single nonprofit housekeeping
unit, plus no more than two (2) additional persons such as “roomers” or
‘boarders”.

B. A collective body of persons living together in one house under one head,
whose relationship is of a permanent and distinct domestic character
based upon birth, marriage, or other domestic bond and cooking as a
single housekeeping unit. This definition shall not include federation,
group, coterie or organization; nor shall it include a group of individuals
whose association is temporary in character or nature. A body of persons
meeting this definition is also distinguished from a group occupying a
hotel, club, boarding house, rooming house, fraternity house, sorority
house or foster care facility.

FAST FOOD RESTAURANT: An establishment predominately offering food
prepared for and/or packaged as carry out items whether consumed on the
premises, in the building, parking lot or elsewhere.

FENCE, WALL OR RETAINING WALL: An accessory structure intended for use
as a barrier to property ingress or egress, a screen from objectionable vista, noise
and/or for decorative use.
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Floor Area FLOOR AREA GROSS: The sum of the gross horizontal

areas of the several floors of principal building, plus

Utility

— accessory buildings, measured from the exterior
faces of the exterior walls. Any space devoted to off-

Storage

Sales & Senice

street parking or loading, basements, breezeways,
unfinished attics, porches (enclosed or unenclosed) and
garages shall not be included.

FLOOR AREA USEABLE: That portion of the floor area,

measured from the interior face of the exterior walls,

used for or intended to be used for services to the public
or customers, patrons, clients, or patients; including
areas occupied by fixtures or equipment used for
display or sale of goods or merchandise, utility or
mechanical equipment rooms, or sanitary facilities. In
the case of a half-story, the useable floor area shall be
considered to be only that portion having a clear height

Usable Floor Area

(AxB)

above it of five (5°) feet or more.
Gross Floor Area

(AxB) FOOTPRINT: Measurement of outside walls used to
calculate lot coverage.

FOSTER CARE FACILITY: See “Licensed or Approved Residential Facility”
definition.

GARAGE, COMMUNITY: A space or structure or series of structures for storage of
motor vehicles having no public shop or service operated in connection therewith,
for the use of two (2) or more owners or occupants in the vicinity.

GARAGE, PRIVATE: A space or structure suitable for the storage of motor
vehicles having no public shop or service in connection therewith, for the use
solely of the owner or occupant of the principal building on a lot, or his family or
domestic employees, and with a capacity of not more than three (3) vehicles.

GARAGE, PUBLIC: A space or structure other than a private garage for the
storage, care, repair or refinishing of motor vehicles; provided, however, that a
structure or room used solely for the display and sale of such vehicles in which
they are not operated under their own power, and in connection with which there is
no repair, maintenance, or refinishing service or storage of vehicles other than
those displayed, shall not be considered as a public garage for the purpose of this
chapter.

GENERAL BUSINESS USE/COMMERCIAL USE: The use of property in
connection with the purchase, sale, barter, display or exchange of goods, wares,
merchandise personal services, the maintenance of offices, recreation,
amusement enterprises, garage and basement sales conducted on residential
premises for more than six (6) calendar days during a given one (1) year period.
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GRADE, BUILDING: Average elevation of the ground adjacent to the walls of a

building.
GRADE, MEASUREMENT FROM: Height shall be
""" t measured as the vertical distance from a point on the
Measure vertical average grade to the topmost point of the building
average grade to immediately above.
Q‘: highest point
5
5- GREENBELT: A strip of land which is planted with trees
S Average Grade = AB . . .
Grade A 3 2 or shrubs acceptable in species and caliper to the
Nl e v oo s Planning Commission.

HEIGHTS, BUILDING: The vertical distance measured from the average grade
adjacent to the building to the highest point of the roof.

Building Height

Vertical Distance
from average
grade to highest ~A&~

point

/
> v
- Av erage grade adjacent
to the building
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HOME OCCUPATION: Any use customarily conducted entirely within the dwelling
or an accessory building and carried on by the inhabitants thereof, not involving
employees other than members of the immediate family residing on the premises,
which use is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling for
dwelling purposes, does not change the character thereof and does not endanger
the health, safety and welfare of any other persons residing in that area by reason
of noise, noxious odors, unsanitary or unsightly conditions, fire hazards and the
like, involved in or resulting from such occupation, professions or hobby. Provided,
further, that no article is sold or offered for sale on the premises, except such as is
produced by such occupation; that such occupation shall not require internal or
external alterations or construction features, equipment, machinery, outdoor
storage, or signs not customarily in residential areas. No home occupation may
generate other than normal residential traffic either in amount or type. One (1)
non-illuminated nameplate, not more than two (2) square feet in area may be
attached to the building which shall contain only the name and occupation of the
resident of the premises. Day care center, tea rooms, veterinarian's offices, tourist
homes, animal hospitals, kennels, millinery shops, barber shops and beauty
shops, medical offices and clinics, auto repair, among others, shall not be deemed
home occupations.

HOSPITAL: A building, structure or institution in which sick or injured persons,
primarily in-patients, are given medical or surgical treatment and operating under
license by the Health Department of the State of Michigan.

HOTEL: A building occupied as a more or less temporary abiding place for
individuals who are lodged with or without meals in rooms occupied singly for hire,
in which provision is not made for cooking on any individual plan and in which
there are more than ten (10) sleeping rooms.

JUNK: For the purpose of this chapter, any motor vehicles, machinery, appliances,
product, merchandise with parts missing or scrap metals or other scrap materials
that are damaged, deteriorated, or are in a condition which cannot be used for the
purpose for which the product was manufactured.

JUNK YARD: For the purpose of this chapter junk yards are defined as:
automobile wrecking yards, salvage areas or any area of more than two hundred
(200) square feet for the storage, keeping or abandonment of junk, including scrap
metals, other scrap materials, or reclaimed materials, or for the dismantling,
demolition, or abandonment of automobiles or other vehicles or machinery or parts
thereof, but not including uses established entirely within enclosed buildings.

KENNEL: A kennel is any facility where more than two (2) dogs or two (2) cats
over four (4) months old are kept or housed for which remuneration is received.
This shall not include residentially zoned premises or premises that are used for
residential purposes, at which the occupant is keeping his or her own dogs or cats.
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Lot Types

LICENSED OR APPROVED RESIDENTIAL FACILITY: A building or portion
thereof, used for residential purposes that is required to be licensed or approved
by the State of Michigan or a political subdivision of the State of Michigan and
which provides residential services for persons under supervision or care for
persons in need of that supervision or care. This definition does not apply to adult
foster care facilities licensed by a state agency for care and treatment of persons
released from or assigned to adult correctional institutions.

LOADING SPACE: An off-street space at least ten (10’) feet wide, twenty-five (25')
feet long and fifteen (15’) feet high, either within a building or outside on the same
lot, provided, maintained, and available for the loading or unloading of goods or
merchandise and having direct and unobstructed access to a street or alley.

LOT: A piece or parcel of land occupied or intended to be occupied by a building
and any accessory buildings or by any other use or activity permitted thereon and
including the open spaces and yards required under this zoning ordinance, and
having its frontage upon a public street or road either dedicated to the public or
designated on a recorded subdivision.

LOT AREA: The total horizontal area within the lot lines, as defined, of a lot. For
lots fronting or lying adjacent to private streets, lot area shall be interpreted to
mean that area within lot lines separating the lot from the private street, and not
the centerline of said street.

LOT AREA: WATERFRONT LOTS: That area behind the seawall or, if no seawall

exists, in line with adjacent seawalls. This area will be considered to be the
occupied area. Lot coverage will be based upon the occupied area.

LOT, CORNER: A lot of which at least two (2) adjacent sides

Corner Lot
Interior Lot

Through Lot

abut for their full length upon a street, provided that such two
(2) sides intersect at an angle of not more than one hundred
thirty-five (135°) degrees. Where a lot is on a curve, if
tangents through the extreme point of the street line of such
lot make an interior angle of not more than one hundred thirty-

five (135°) degrees, it is a corner lot. In the case of a corner
lot with curved street line, the corner is that point on the street
lot line nearest to the point of intersection of the tangents
Corner Lot described above.

LOT COVERAGE: The part or percent of the lot occupied by buildings or
structures, including accessory buildings or structures.

LOT DEPTH: The mean horizontal distance from the center of the front street line
to the center of the rear lot line.

Definitions
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LOT, DOUBLE FRONTAGE: A lot other than a corner lot having frontage on two
(2) streets. In the case of a row of double frontage lots, one (1) street will be
designated as the front street for all lots in the plat and in the request for a building
permit. If there are existing buildings in the same block fronting on one or both of
the streets, the required minimum front yard setback shall be observed on those
streets where buildings presently front. Also known as a through lot.

LOT, INTERIOR: A lot other than a corner lot with only one (1) lot line fronting on a
street.

LOT, LINES: The boundary lines of a lot. (See illustration entitled “Lot Types”).

A. LOT LINE, FRONT: In the case of an interior lot abutting on one (1) public
or private street, the front lot line shall mean the line separating the lot
from such street or road right-of-way. In the case of a corner or double
frontage lot, the front lot line shall be that line separating said lot from the
street which is designated as the front street in the plat and/or in the
request for a building permit.

B. LOT LINE, REAR: That lot line which is opposite and most distant from
the front lot line of the lot. In the case of an irregular lot, a line ten (10)
feet in length entirely within the lot parallel to and at the maximum
distance from the front lot line of the lot shall be considered to be the rear
lot line for the purpose of determining depth of rear yard. In cases where
none of these definitions are applicable, the Planning Commission shall
designate the rear lot line.

C. LOT LINE, SIDE: Any lot-line not a front lot line or rear lot line. A side lot
line separating a lot from a street is a side street lot line. A side lot line
separating a lot from another lot or lots is an interior side lot line.

LOTS OF RECORD: A lot which actually exists in a subdivision plat as shown on
the records of the County Register of Deeds, or a lot or parcel described by metes
and bounds, the legal description of which has been so recorded by the County.

LOT, WATERFRONT: A lot having frontage on a body of water, such as a lake,
bay, stream, river or canal, as well as front on a street.

LOT, WIDTH: The horizontal distance between the side lot lines, measured at the
two (2) points where the building line, or setback line, intersects the side lot lines.

MAJOR THOROUGHFARE: A main traffic artery designated on the Planning
Commission's Master Plan as a Major Thoroughfare or a Collector Street.

Definitions

2-14 Updated w/4.18.2011 amendments
Updated w/5.20.2013 amendments
Updated w/8.06.2015 amendments



LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

MANUFACTURED HOME: A structure constructed according to the rules of the
United State Department of Housing and Urban development, exceeding eight (8')
feet or more in width and thirty-two (32) or more body feet in length and
transportable in one (1) or more sections, which is built on a chassis and designed
to be used as a single family dwelling, with or without permanent foundation, when
connected to required utilities, and including the plumbing, heating, air-
conditioning and electrical systems contained in the structure. Mobile home does
not include a recreational vehicle or travel trailer.

MANUFACTURED HOME PARK: A parcel or tract of land under the control of a
person upon which three (3) or more mobile homes are located on a continual
non-recreational basis and which is offered to the public for that purpose
regardless of whether a charge is made therefore, together with any building,
structure, enclosure, street, equipment or facility used or intended for use incident
to the occupancy of a mobile home and which is not intended for use as a
temporary travel trailer park.

MANUFACTURED HOME SITE: A plot of ground within @ mobile home park
designed for the accommodation of one mobile home.

MASTER DEED: The condominium document recording the condominium project
as approved by the township, to which is attached as exhibits and incorporated by
reference the approved bylaws for the project and the approved Condominium
Subdivision Plan.

MOBILE HOME: See Manufactured Home.

MODULAR (PRE-MANUFACTURED) HOUSING UNIT: A fabricated, transportable
building unit designed to be incorporated at a building site into a structure on a
permanent foundation for residential use.

MOTEL: A series of attached, semi-detached, or detached rental units which may
or may not be independently accessible from the outside parking area, containing
bedroom, bathroom and closet space and designed for or occupied primarily for
transients. No kitchen cooking facilities are to be provided without the approval of
the Planning Commission, with the exception of units for use of the manager
and/or caretaker.

NON-CONFORMING USE OR BUILDING:

A. NON-CONFORMING USE: A use which lawfully occupied a building or
land at the effective date of this zoning ordinance or amendments thereto,
and that does not conform to the use regulations of the zoning district in
which it is located.
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B. NON-CONFORMING BUILDING: A building or portion thereof lawfully
existing at the effective date of this zoning ordinance, or amendments
thereto, and which does not conform to the provisions (e.g., setbacks,
height, lot coverage, parking) of this zoning ordinance in the zoning district
in which it is located.

NURSERY, PLANT MATERIALS: A space, building or structure, or combination
thereof, for the storage of live trees, shrubs, or plants offered for wholesale or
retail sale including products used for gardening or landscaping. The definition of
nursery within the meaning of the chapter does not include any space, building or
structure used for the sale of fruits, vegetables or Christmas trees.

OFF-STREET PARKING LOT: A facility providing vehicular parking spaces along
with adequate drives and aisles for maneuvering so as to provide access for
entrance and exit for the parking of more than two (2) automobiles.

OPEN AIR BUSINESS USES: Open air business uses shall include the following
business uses:

A. Retail sale of trees, shrubbery, plants, flowers, seed, topsoil, humus,
fertilizer, trellises, lawn furniture, playground equipment, and other home
garden supplies and equipment.

B. Retail sale of fruit and vegetables.

C. Tennis courts, archery ranges, shuffleboard, horseshoe courts, miniature
golf, golf driving range, children's amusement park and/or similar
recreation uses.

D. Bicycle, utility truck or trailer, motor vehicles, boats or home equipment
sale; rental or repair services.

E. Outdoor display and sale of garages, swimming pools, motor homes,
mobile homes, snowmobiles, farm implements, and similar products.

OPEN SPACE: Any area (open to the sky) on a lot not covered by a principal or
accessory building.

OPEN STORAGE: Outdoor storage of building materials, sand, gravel, stone,
lumber, equipment and other supplies.

ORDINARY HIGH WATER MARK: Boundaries that follow the shoreline of Lake
Huron shall be construed as the ordinary high water mark, set at 581.5 feet above
sea level as established by the USACE.
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2-16 Updated w/4.18.2011 amendments
Updated w/5.20.2013 amendments
Updated w/8.06.2015 amendments



LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

PARKING SPACE: An area for the parking of an automobile or motor vehicle,
such space being exclusive of necessary drives, aisles, entrances or exits and
being fully accessible for the storage or parking of permitted vehicles.

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT: An area of land larger than three (3) gross
acres, controlled by a landowner, to be developed as a unified project and single
entity for a group of structures and a number of dwelling units primarily for
residential use, the plan for which does not correspond in lot size, bulk, or type of
dwelling, density, lot coverage or required open space to the regulations in any
one residential district established by other chapters of this ordinance.

PRIVATE ROAD: A road owned and maintained by the owners of the property it
serves and provides access to five (5) or more dwelling units or parcels, or two (2)
or more nonresidential principal buildings. Private roads include roads within site
condominium projects and roads within office or industrial complexes. A private
road may be used to provide public services such as utility easements, waste
collection and emergency services. The definition of “private road” does not
include parking lot aisles or drives connecting parking lots to internal roads.

A. Shared Residential Driveway (private): A residential driveway that
provides vehicular access to two (2) to four (4) single family dwelling units.

PUBLIC UTILITY: Any person, firm, corporation, municipal department or board
duly authorized to provide and does provide to the public under municipal or state
regulation transportation, water, gas, electricity, telephone, steam, telegraph or
sewage disposal services.

RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT: All those small mobile units principally designed
for recreational pastime such as motor homes, camper trailers, pick up campers,
pop-up tent trailers, snowmobiles, motorcycles, dune buggies, boats and similar
vehicles or trailers.

RESTAURANT, CARRY-OUT: An establishment where food is prepared and
served to a customer solely for the consumption off the premises.

RESTAURANT, DRIVE IN: An establishment where food is prepared and is so
developed that its principal retail character is dependent on providing a driveway
approach and parking spaces for motor vehicles so as to serve patrons while in
the motor vehicles.

RESTAURANT, SIT-DOWN: An establishment where food is prepared and served
for consumption within the principal building; may have a drive-up window when
use of the window is clearly secondary to the main operation of the sit-down
restaurant.

RIGHT-OF-WAY: A street, alley or other thoroughfare or easement permanently
established for passage of persons or vehicles.
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Side lot line

Setback for Interior Lots

ROADSIDE STAND: A “roadside stand” is a structure for the seasonal display of
agricultural produce with no space for customers within the structure itself.

ROOF RIDGE: The outside top edge covering of a building.

ROOMING HOUSE: A dwelling where lodging, but no meals, is provided for
compensation to three (3) or more persons by pre-arrangement for definite periods
of not less than one (1) week.

SALE, GARAGE INCLUDING RUMMAGE SALE, BASEMENT SALE, YARD
SALE: A rummage sale is a temporary sale of used personal items.

SANITARY LANDFILL: A method of disposing of refuge on land without creating
nuisances or hazards to public health or safety, by utilizing principles of
engineering to confine the refuge to the smallest practical area, to reduce it to the
smallest practical volume and to cover it with a suitable cover at the conclusion of
each day's operation or at more frequent intervals as necessary.

SETBACK: The minimum horizontal distance required to exist between a structure
(overhangs) and the property lines.

SetbacksR for Corner Lots

ear lot line

Rear lot line

Rear y ard setback

Side yard
setback

Rear yard setback 4

Side yard

Side yard
setback]| -

setback . Street side

yard setback

’ ¢ > < >

Side lot line

Side lot line

Front yard
setback

| S
A A

Street side lot line

Front yard

Front lot line setback v

Front lot line

Street Street

SHARED RESIDENTIAL DRIVE (PRIVATE): A residential driveway that provides
vehicular access to two (2) to four (4) single family dwelling units.

SIGN IDENTIFICATION: A sign limited to carrying any or all of the following:
name, address, major enterprise or principal product or service offered.
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SIGN, OUTDOOR ADVERTISING: Any card, cloth, paper, metal, glass, wood,
plaster stone or sign of other material of any kind, placed for outdoor advertising
purposes on the ground or on any tree, wall, bush, rock, post, fence, building,
structure, or thing whatsoever. The term “placed” as used in the definition of
‘Outdoor Advertising Sign®, and “Outdoor Advertising Structure” shall include
erecting, construction, posting, painting, printing, tacking, nailing, gluing, sticking,
carving, or other fastening, affixing or making visible in any manner whatsoever.
The following shall be excluded from this definition:

A. Signs not exceeding two (2) square feet in area and bearing only property
numbers, post box numbers, names of occupants of premises, or other
identification of premises not having general business connotations.

B. Flags and insignia of any government except when displayed in
connection with general business promotion.

C. Legal notices, identification, informational, or directional signs erected or
required by governmental bodies.

D. Integral decorative or architectural features of buildings, except letters,
trademarks, moving parts, or moving lights.

E. Signs directing and guiding traffic and parking on private property but
bearing no advertising matter.

SIGNS, NUMBER AND SURFACE AREA: For the purpose of determining number
of signs, a sign shall be considered to be a single display surface or display device
containing elements organized, related and composed to form a unit.

The surface area of a sign shall be computed as including the entire area within a
regular geometric form or combinations of regular geometric forms comprising all
of the display area of the sign and including all of the elements of the matter
displayed. Frames and structural members not bearing advertising matter shall not
be included in computation of surface area.

SITE AREA: The total area within the property lines excluding street rights-of-way.

SITE CONDOMINIUM: For the purposes of this ordinance, a Site Condominium is
a subdivision of land created and recorded pursuant to the Condominium Act (P.A.
59 of 1978, as amended), and the provisions of this ordinance, containing two (2)
or more units of land designed and intended for separate ownership and use, and
which may or may not contain general and limited common elements.

SPECIAL USE: The term applied to a use which may be permitted by the
application for the issuance of a Special Use Permit by the Township Planning
Commission. Specified procedures and requirements, as outlined in cited sections
must be complied with prior to final issuance of said permit.
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STORY: The portion of a building, other than a cellar or mezzanine, included
between the surface of any floor and the floor next above it, or if there is no floor
above it, then the space between the floor and the ceiling next above it. (See
illustration entitled “Basic Structural Terms”).

Haf A. A “mezzanine” shall be deemed a full story when it covers
Story more than fifty (50%) percent of the area of the story
underneath said mezzanine, or, if the vertical distance
from the floor next below it to the floor next above it is
o— Stoy twenty-four (24’) feet or more.
B. For the purpose of this zoning ordinance, a basement or
o Stoy cellar shall be counted as a story if over fifty (50%)
percent of its height is above the level from which the
height of the building is measured.
o — Story
e STORY, HALF: The part of a building between a pitched roof and

v a0% the uppermost full story, said part having a floor area which does

not exceed one-half (¥2) the floor area of said full story. (See
illustration entitled “Basic Structural Terms”).

STREET: A public thoroughfare which affords traffic circulation and principal
means of access to abutting property, including avenue, place, way, drive, land,
boulevard, highway, road, and other thoroughfare, except an alley. In the case of a
‘site condominium” as defined and as regulated by this ordinance, the principal
means of access to abutting “units of ownership” shall be considered a street,
provided it is constructed and maintained to meet the same standard for public
streets within the township. Said streets within a “site condominium” may be
dedicated to the public or owned and maintained by the condominium association.
If streets are to be dedicated to the public at any time, the street must be
constructed to the Huron County Road Commission Standards.

STRUCTURE: Anythir ! u ! anent-location
on—the around or attachmen a omething having uch lg '3. Anythmg
constructed, erected, or placed on a parcel of land which is permanently located in
the ground or attached to something having a permanent location. This shall
include buildings, manufactured homes, pre-manufactured units, modular units,
and similar items. Any structure located on the same premises for more than six
months shall be deemed to be permanently located within the meaning of this
definition. Amended 5.20.2013

STRUCTURAL ALTERATION: Any change in the supporting members of a
building or structure, such as bearing walls, or partitions, columns, beams, or
girders or any change in width or number of exits.
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STRUCTURE, OUTDOOR ADVERTISING: Any structure of any kind or character
erected or maintained for outdoor advertising purposes, upon which any outdoor
advertising sign or billboard may be placed, including outdoor advertising statuary.

SWIMMING POOL: Any structure or container intended for swimming or bathing
located either above or below grade designed to hold water to a depth of greater
than twenty-four (24”) inches.

TEMPORARY BUILDING AND USE: A structure or use permitted by the Zoning
Administrator to exist during periods of construction of the main use or special
events, not to exceed one (1) year. The Zoning Board of Appeals may renew
permit for one (1) additional year if progress is being made on construction of main
building.

TENT: As used in this zoning ordinance, a shelter of canvas or the like supported
by poles and fastened by cords or pegs driven into the ground and not including
those types of tents used solely for children's recreational purposes.

TRAVEL TRAILER: A portable vehicular unit primarily designed for travel and/or
recreational usage, which may also contain facilities for overnight lodging. This
term also includes folding campers, motor homes, and truck-mounted campers but
not mobile homes.

TOURIST HOME: A building in which there are eight (8) or less sleeping rooms
occupied as a more or less temporary abiding place for individuals who are lodged
without meals other than breakfast in rooms occupied singly for hire. May also be
known as a “Bed and Breakfast” home.

TOWNHOUSE: An attached unit that is relatively narrow in width and has two
floors. It shares a common wall with another unit of the same type.

USE: The purpose for which land or premises of a building thereon is designed,
arranged or intended, or for which it is occupied, maintained, let or leased.

USE, PRINCIPLE: The main use to which land, buildings or structures are devoted
and the principle purpose for which the premises exists.

VARIANCE: A modification of the literal provisions of the Zoning Ordinance which
is granted when strict enforcement would cause undue hardship owing to
circumstances unique to the individual property on which the variance is granted.
Hardships based solely on economic considerations are not grounds for a
variance.

WALL OR RETAINING WALL: See fence.

Definitions
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WASTE DISPOSAL: Includes recycling and composting facilities, scrap metal
storage, settling ponds; operations oriented toward the processing, storage or
burial of waste and the disposal of waste by public means.

WETLANDS: Those natural areas which are wet year-round or which are wet
consistently during certain weather or certain conditions, and are defined in Public
Act 451 of 1994.

WHOLESALE: The bulk sale of commodities in large quantities to retailers or
jobbers, rather than to retail consumers.

WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES:  All structures and accessory
facilities relating to the use of the radio frequency spectrum for the purpose of
transmitting or receiving radio signals. This may include, but shall not be limited
to, radio towers, television towers, telephone devices, personal communication
transmission equipment and exchanges, microwave relay towers, telephone
transmission equipment building and general business mobile radio service
facilities. This definition does not include “reception antenna” for an individual lot
as otherwise defined and regulated in this zoning ordinance.

WIRELESS ATTACHED COMMUNICATION  FACILITIES: Wireless
communication facilities affixed to existing structures, including but not limited to
existing buildings, towers, water tanks or utility poles.

WIRELESS COMMUNICATION SUPPORT STRUCTURES: Structures erected or
modified to support wireless communication antennas. Support structures within
this definition include, but shall not be limited to, monopoles, lattice towers, light
poles, wood poles and guyed towers, or other structures which appear to be
something other than a mere support structure.

YACHT CLUB: An organization of persons, having for its chief purpose the
enjoyment of its members of lawful participation in nautical events, and a majority
of whose members are the owners and operators of boats, and have access to
nearby navigable waters for the use of the yacht club. Such yacht club shall at all
times be organized on a non-profit basis.

YARD: An open space of prescribed width or depth on the same land with a
building or group of buildings, which open space lies between the building or group
of buildings, and the nearest lot line and is unoccupied and unobstructed from the
ground upward.
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YARD, FRONT: A yard extending the full width of the lot, the depth of which is the
minimum horizontal distance between the front lot line and the nearest line of the
main building. A waterfront lot shall be considered as having two (2) front yards.
The street front yard and the water front yard. (See illustration entitled “Yard
Requirements”). For parking purposes in R-1 the front yard shall be considered to
be the minimum setback of the district. Parking is permitted within the minimum
setback.

YARD, REAR: A yard extending across the full width of the lot, the depth of which
is the minimum horizontal distance between the rear lot line and the nearest line of
the main building.

YARD, SIDE: A yard between a#t the main building and the side lot line, extending
from the front yard to the rear yard. The width of the required side yard shall be
measured horizontally from the nearest point of the side lot line to the nearest
point of al-buildings the main building. Amended 8.6.2015

YARD, WATERFRONT: An open unoccupied space of a waterfront lot which is
located between the principal structure and the ordinary high water mark. A
waterfront yard is measured from the ordinary high water mark to the nearest point
on the principal building.

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR: The individual designated by Lake Township to
administer the Zoning Ordinance.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: The Zoning Board of Appeals for Lake Township.
The words “Board of Appeals”, or “Board” shall have the same meaning.

Definitions
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Administration, Enforcement and Amendment

This Chapter details the administration, enforcement and amendment of the Lake
Township Zoning Ordinance. It details and discusses the specific duties of the Zoning
Administrator, the Planning Commission, and the Zoning Board of Appeals. Additionally,
this Chapter explains the procedure for amending the text of the zoning ordinance,
amending the zoning map, and the procedure for securing land use permits and site plan
approvals.

SECTION 301. DUTIES OF THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

The Lake Township Board shall establish an office and appoint a person to be the Zoning
Administrator (Administrator).  The Administrator is authorized and responsible for
administration and enforcement of this Ordinance and shall, for the purposes of this
Ordinance’s Administration and enforcement, have the powers as established by the
Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, P.A. 110 of 2006, and specifically as follows:

301.1 ACCEPT AND RECORD APPLICATIONS, ISSUE & RECORD PERMITS.

All applications for Permits shall be submitted to the Administrator who shall keep a record
of all applications which have been submitted and their disposition. When all applicable
provisions of this Ordinance have been met regarding any application, the Administrator
shall issue a Permit for the proposed use. When conditions are not met, the administrator
shall consult with the applicant to determine the proper course of action. The
Administrator shall maintain a record of all applications and related permits, including
documentation for each.

301.2 ISSUE WRITTEN DENIAL.
When any application for a permit is denied, the Administrator shall provide the applicant
with a written denial, stating the reasons for the denial.

301.3 NOTICE OF HEARINGS.

Whenever a zoning matter is the subject of a public hearing before the Planning
Commission or the Zoning Board of Appeals, the designated committee member from
each of the Planning Commission or Zoning Board of Appeals shall prepare notices of the
hearing and disseminate said notices as required by this Ordinance.
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301.4 INSPECTIONS.
The Administrator shall be empowered to make inspections of buildings or premises to
carry out enforcement of this Ordinance.

301.5 RECORD NONCONFORMING USES.
The Administrator shall record all nonconforming uses existing at the effective date of this
Ordinance for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of Chapter 13.

301.6 RECORD SPECIAL USES.
The Administrator shall keep a record of all Special Use Permits issued under the terms of
this Ordinance for the purpose of carrying out provisions of Chapter 16.

301.7 RECORD INTERPRETATIONS OF ORDINANCE.

The Administrator shall maintain a concise record of all interpretations of this Ordinance
rendered by the Planning Commission. Interpretations of the ordinance do not include
dimensional or administrative issues. This record shall be consulted whenever questions
arise concerning interpretation of any provisions of this Ordinance to determine whether
any applicable precedents have been set.

301.8 PUBLIC INFORMATION.

The Administrator shall respond to inquires and dispense information or copies of this
Ordinance to make the public aware of and familiar with the provisions of this Ordinance.
Public awareness and acceptance of the Zoning Ordinance will help to maintain
compliance with it.

301.9 RESPOND TO COMPLAINTS.

The Administrator shall respond within five (5) business days, whenever possible, to any
complaint regarding an alleged violation of the terms or conditions of this Ordinance or any
permit issues pursuant to it. The Administrator shall provide a report at each regular
Planning Commission meeting summarizing the nature and disposition of complaints that
have been received. A written record of all complaints, responses and dispositions of the
complaint will be maintained.

301.10 MAY NOT CHANGE ORDINANCE.

Under no circumstances is the Administrator permitted to make changes in this Ordinance
or to vary the terms of this Ordinance. Suggestions by the Zoning Administrator for
changes to this ordinance will be taken under advisement by the Planning Commission.
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SECTION 302. DUTIES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

302.1 ESTABLISHMENT.
The Lake Township Planning Commission is established as specified within the Michigan
Zoning Enabling Act, Public Act 110 of 2006.

302.2 MEMBERSHIP.

The Planning Commission shall consist of five (5) members who shall be representative of
major interests, as they exist in the township, such as agriculture, recreation, education,
public health, government, commerce, transportation and industry. All members shall be
qualified electors of the township. One member of the township board shall be a member
of the Planning Commission. Members shall be appointed by the Township Supervisor
with the approval of the Township Board. Members may be removed by the Township
Supervisor after hearing, with the approval of the Township Board.

302.3 TERMS OF OFFICE.

The term of each member shall be for three (3) years. However, of the members first
appointed, one-third (1/3) shall serve for one (1) year, one-third (1/3) for two (2) years, and
one-third (1/3) for three (3) years. A successor shall be appointed not more than one (1)
month after the term of the preceding commission member has expired. All vacancies for
unexpired terms shall be filled for the remainder of such term.

302.4 OFFICERS.

The Planning Commission shall elect a Chairman, Vice Chairman, and Secretary from its
members, and create and fill such other officers of committees, as it may deem advisable.
The commission may appoint advisory committees outside of its membership. The terms
of all officers shall be one (1) year.

302.5 COMPENSATION.

Members of the Planning Commission may be compensated for their services as approved
by the Township Board. The commission may make and administer regulations relative to
compensation for the travel of its members and employees when engaged in the
performance of activities authorized by the Planning Commission, including attendance at
conferences and meetings. The commission shall prepare a detailed budget and submit
the same to the Township Board for approval or disapproval. The Board annually shall
appropriate and make funds available for carrying out the purposes and functions
permitted under this ordinance and may match Township funds with federal, state, county
or other local government or private grants. The Township Board may accept and use
gifts and grants for Planning Commission purposes. Money so accepted shall be
deposited with the township Treasurer in a special non-reverting Planning Commission
fund for expenditure by the Planning Commission for the purpose designated by the donor.
The expenditures of the Planning Commission, exclusive of the grants, shall be within the
amounts appropriated by the Township Board.
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302.6 RULES OF PROCEDURE.
The Planning Commission shall adopt its own rules of procedure as may be necessary to
conduct its meetings and carry out its function.

302.7 MEETINGS.

The Planning Commission shall meet at least four (4) times each year, and by resolution
shall determine the time and place of meetings. All meetings shall be properly noticed and
open to the public. Special meetings may be called by two (2) members upon written
request to the Secretary or by the Chairman.

302.8 RECORDS.

Minutes shall be recorded of all proceedings which shall contain evidence and dates
relevant to every case considered together with the votes of the members and the final
disposition of each case. Such minutes shall be filed in the office of the Township Clerk
and shall be public records.

302.9 DEVELOPMENT PLAN.

The Planning Commission shall make and adopt a basic plan as a guide for the
development of unincorporated areas of the Township. Plan contents, adoption,
amendment, approval by the county planning commission, hearing and publication shall be
according to Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, P.A. 110 of 2006.

302.10 ZONING ORDINANCE.
The Zoning Ordinance shall be based on a plan designed to promote the public health,
safety, and general welfare.

302.11 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT.
The Planning Commission shall be responsible for the following administrative and
enforcement activities under this Ordinance:

A. Site Plan Approval. The Planning Commission shall review Site Plans,
when required by this ordinance, and issue its approval, conditional
approval or denial.

B. Special Use Permits. The Planning Commission shall conduct a public
hearing on any application for a Special Use Permit. Following a public
hearing, the Planning Commission shall review and approve or deny said
application.

C. Rezoning or Amendment. The Planning Commission shall conduct
public hearings for proposals to rezone property or amend the text of this
Ordinance. Following a public hearing, the Planning Commission shall
make its recommendation regarding the proposed rezoning or text change
to the Township Board.
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D. Approval of Public Improvements.

1. After the Planning Commission has adopted the Land Use Plan of
the Township, no street, square, park or other public way, ground
or open space, or public building or structure, shall be constructed
or authorized in the Township or in the planned section and
district until the location, character and extent thereof shall have
been submitted to and approval recommended by the Planning
Commission.

2. The Planning Commission shall communicate its reasons for
approval or disapproval to the Township Board, which shall have
the power to overrule the Planning Commission by a recorded
vote of not less than a majority of its membership.

3. The failure of the Planning Commission to act within sixty (60)
days after the official submission to the Commission shall be
deemed approval.

4, The Planning Commission shall promote public understanding of
an interest in the Land Use Plan and shall publish and distribute
copies of the plan and of any report, and may employ such other
means of publicity and education as it determines necessary.

E. Approval of Plats. The Township Board shall refer plats (Subdivision
Control, etc.) or other matters relating to land development to the Planning
Commission before final actions thereon by the Township Board.

F. Professional Advisor. The Planning Commission may recommend to the
Township Board the employment of a planning director or other planning
personnel, contract for the part-time or full-time services of planning and
other technicians, and pay or authorize the payment of expenses within
the funds budgeted and provided for planning purposes.
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Section 303, Duties of the Zoning Board of Appeals, amended in its
entirety, said amendment adopted September 19, 2016. For complete
amended text, refer to Pages 3-6A through 3-10A
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SECTION 304. ENFORCEMENT

304.1 RESPONSIBILITY.
The Zoning Administrator shall enforce the provisions of this Ordinance.

304.2 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES.

Violations of any provision of this Ordinance are declared to be a nuisance per se. Any
and all building or land use activities which are considered to be possible violations of the
provisions of this Ordinance, and which are observed by or communicated to a Township
Official or employee, shall be reported to the Zoning Administrator. A complaint of
violation shall be made in writing stating the causes and basis of the complaint. The
complaint is to be filed with the Zoning Administrator for investigation.

A. Inspection of Violation. The Zoning Administrator shall inspect each
alleged violation he or she observes or is made aware of and shall order
correction, in writing, of all conditions found to be in violation of this
Ordinance.

B. Correction Period. All violations shall be corrected within a reasonable
time period determined by the Zoning Administrator, but not to exceed
thirty (30) days.

Action by Township Attorney. The Township may seek injunctive relief
through Circuit Court to abate any violations not corrected within the thirty
day correction period. Any violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a
nuisance per se. Amended 5.20.2013

Penalty. Any person, firm or corporation who violates any of the
provisions of this Ordinance shall be responsible for a municipal civil
infraction, subject to a payment of a civil fine of not less than Fifty ($50.00)
Dollars nor more than Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars, plus costs and
other sanctions, for each infraction. Repeat offenses under this
Ordinance shall be subject to increased fines as provided for in the Lake
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Township Civil Infraction Ordinance. Each day that a violation continues
beyond the correction period shall constitute a new and separate offense.
The imposition of any penalty shall not exempt the offender from
compliance with the requirements of this Ordinance. Amended 5.20.2013

E. Cumulative Rights and Remedies. The rights and remedies provided
herein are cumulative and in addition to any other remedies provided by
law.

304.3 CONFLICTING REGULATIONS.
In the interpretation, application, and enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance,
whenever any of the provisions or limitations imposed or required by this Ordinance are
more stringent than any other law or Ordinance, then the provisions of this Ordinance shall
govern, PROVIDED also that whenever the provisions of any other law or Ordinance
impose more stringent requirements than are imposed or required by this Ordinance, the
provisions of such other law or Ordinance shall govern.

SECTION 305. AMENDMENTS

305.1 TOWNSHIP BOARD MAY AMEND.
The regulations and provisions of this Ordinance and the boundaries of zoning districts
shown on the Zoning District Map may be amended by the Township Board.

305.2 INITIATION OF AMENDMENTS.

Proposals for amendments, supplements, or changes may be initiated by the Township
Board of its own action, by the Planning Commission, or by petition of one (1) or more
persons having an interest, by ownership or option to purchase, in property to be affected
by the proposed amendment. All amendments shall be made in conformance with the
procedures specified in the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Act 110 of 2006, and the
following procedures and specifications.

305.3 AMENDMENT PROCEDURE.

A. Petition to Township Clerk and Payment Office. All petitions for
amendments to this ordinance shall be in writing, signed, with the
appropriate fee, and filed in triplicate with the Township Clerk for
presentation the Township Planning Commission. The petition shall be
submitted upon an application on standard form to the Township Clerk,
who will transmit the application to the Planning Commission for
recommended action.

B. Recommendation. The Planning Commission shall consider each
proposed amendment and may recommend any additions or modifications
to the original amendment petition.
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C. Public Hearing. Before voting on any proposed amendment to this
Ordinance, the Planning Commission shall conduct a public hearing, with
notice being given to the public as required by law and as set forth in
Section 306.

D. Huron County Planning Commission. Following the conclusion of the
public hearing and review by the Township Planning Commission, the
proposed amendment and any applicable zoning district map updates
shall be submitted to the Huron County Planning Commission for their
review. The approval of the County Planning Commission shall be
presumed, conclusively, unless such Commission notifies the Township
Board of its approval or disapproval within thirty (30) days of its receipt of
the amendment.

E. Township Board Action. Upon receipt of the Huron County Planning
Commission’s recommendation, the Township Board shall review said
recommendation and that of the Township Planning Commission, along
with a summary of comments received at the Planning Commission public
hearing/meeting on the proposed amendment. The Township Board may
on its own initiative hold an additional public hearing regarding the
proposed amendment and is required to hold a public hearing upon the
request of any property owner.  Said request must be made in writing,
sent by certified mail and addressed to the Township Clerk. Said request
must be received prior to the meeting at which the proposed amendment
would first be considered by the Township Board. The Planning
Commission shall be notified of the hearing and encouraged to attend.
The hearing may be held at a regular meeting or at a special meeting
called for that purpose. Notice of the hearing, including all information
required by law, shall be published in a newspaper which circulates in the
Township at least fifteen (15) days before the hearing. Mailed notice of
said hearing is not required.

If the Township Board deems advisable any changes to the amendment
recommended by the Planning Commission, it may refer these changes
back to the Planning Commission for a report thereon within thirty (30)
days. The Township Board may deny or adopt the amendment with or
without changes, by a majority vote of its membership, following the
Board's standard procedures for adoption of ordinances.

F. Notice of Adoption. Upon Township Board adoption, the amendments
or supplements shall be filed with the Township Clerk and one notice of
adoption shall be published in a newspaper of general local circulation
within fifteen (15) days after adoption. The notice of adoption shall include
the following information:

1. A summary of the regulatory effect of the amendment, including the
geographic area(s) affected, or the text of the amendment as adopted.

Administration, Enforcement and Amendment 3-13 Updated w/8.17.09 amendments
Updated w/5.20.2013 amendments



LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

2. Effective date of the amendment.

3. The place and time where a copy of the Ordinance may be purchased
or inspected.

G. Enactment. All changes required to the text of the ordinance or the
zoning map shall be made and recorded within three (3) normal working
days after the effective date of the ordinance or map amendment as
follows:

1. Text Changes.  All text changes shall be identified by a
reference number referring to the administrative action and
include the adoption date as well as the effective date.

2. Map Changes. Each change to the official zoning map as
defined in Section 402, shall be accompanied by a reference
number on the map which shall refer to the official legislative
action.

H. Resubmittal. No application for a rezoning which has been denied by the
Township Board shall be resubmitted for a period of one (1) year from the
date of the last denial, except on grounds of newly discovered evidence or
proof of changed conditions which, upon inspection by the Township
Board, are found to be valid.

SECTION 306. NOTICE REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC
HEARINGS

306.1 PREPARATION.
The Township Clerk shall be responsible for the preparation, publication and distribution of
the public hearing.

306.2 CONTENT.
Each notice for any public hearing required by this Ordinance shall include the following
information.

A. Identification of the applicant, if any.

B. |dentification of the property which is the subject of the request.

C. Nature of the matter to be considered.

D. |dentification of the public body which will be conducting the public hearing
and will decide upon the matter.
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E. Date, time and place of the public hearing.

F. The places and times at which any proposed text and/or map amendment
to the Zoning Ordinance may be examined.

G. Statement of where and when written comments will be received
concerning the request.

306.3 DISTRIBUTION.

A. Published. Notice shall be published once in a newspaper of general
circulation at least fifteen (15) days before the date of the hearing.

B. Utility Companies and Other Entities. Not less than fifteen (15) days
notice shall also be given by first class mail to each public utility company
servicing the community, at the mailing address identified by each
company for the purpose of receiving such notice, and to each railroad
company servicing the community, if they request notification.

C. Residents, Businesses or Property Owners within Three Hundred
(300°) feet. Whenever provisions of this Ordinance require public hearing
notices to persons who reside, do business or own property within three
hundred (300’) feet of a certain parcel, notice shall be delivered to the

following.
1. The owner(s) of property of which approval is being considered.
2. All persons to whom real property is assessed where any part of

their parcel lies within three hundred (300’) feet of the boundary of
the property in question.

3. Occupants of all structures where any part of the structure lies
within three hundred (300°) feet. Each dwelling unit or rental area
within said structures shall receive one (1) notice. However,
separate notice need not be sent for accessory structures where
the primary structure also lies within the three hundred (300°) foot
distance. If the name of the occupant is not known, the term
‘occupant” may be used in making notification. In the case of a
single structure containing more than four (4) dwelling units or
other distinct areas, the notice may be mailed to the manager or
owner of the structure who shall be requested to post the notice at
the primary entrance of the structure.

D. Affidavit of Mailing. An affidavit of mailing, identifying all parties to
whom notice has been sent, shall be prepared and filed with other
material relating to the proposed amendment prior to the Planning
Commission meeting at which the hearing to be conducted.
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SECTION 307. APPROVAL PROCESS
No building or structure shall be erected, moved, enlarged, substantially altered, or razed
nor shall any work be started on such structures or buildings after the effective date of the
ordinance, until a Land Use Permit has been obtained from the Zoning Administrator. No
permit shall be issued to erect, move, enlarge, substantially alter, or raze a building or
structure unless the request is in conformance with the provisions of this Ordinance or
amendment adopted from time to time after the effective date of this Ordinance.

307.1 SITUATIONS REQUIRING A LAND USE PERMIT ONLY.

A. The proposed project is a single dwelling unit.
B. The proposed project is an existing development and,
1. The project involves an expansion of a residential dwelling of two
or fewer units.

307.2 SITUATIONS REQUIRING A LAND USE PERMIT & FORMAL SITE PLAN
REVIEW.

The Township Planning Commission must review and approve site plans AND the Zoning
Administrator must issue a Land Use Permit before granting approval when:

A. The proposed project requires a Special Use Permit, including those for
Planned Unit Developments, or subdivision plats.

B. The proposed project will have more than two (2) dwelling units.

C. The proposed project is in a General Business (B-1) zoning district or
Residential Business (RB).

Amended 8.17.2009

E. The proposed project involves a non-conforming lot.
F. The Zoning Administrator requires Planning Commission review.
G. In the case of existing development, a Land Use Permit and Site Plan

Review is required when one or both of the following apply.

1. The project involves increasing the footprint or total square
footage by ten (10%) percent or more, of any residential structure
with more than two (2) units, or any general business structure or
use.
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2. The project involves expansion of an acceptable nonconforming
use, building or structure. Unacceptable nonconforming uses
may not expand.

AT NO TIME SHALL A SITE PLAN REVIEW BE REQUIRED AS A
PART OF THE DECISION PROCESS FOR A REZONING! This is
because the decision to rezone property should be based on
consideration of its effects on long range plans for the Township,
and on the merits of the proposed Zoning District, and the uses it
would allow, as they relate to the subject property and surrounding
area.

307.3 LAND USE PERMIT SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS.

A. Application Deadlines. A complete application package shall be
received at least ten (10) days prior to beginning construction, alteration or
expansion.

B. Application Materials. Applications for issuance of Land Use Permits
and inspections shall be paid to the Township Treasurer in advance of the
issuance of the Land Use Permit. Such fees are necessary to cover the
costs involved and shall be established from time to time by the Lake
Township Board. Failure to obtain necessary Land Use Permits may
result in the doubling of applicable fees.

C. Submittal Requirements. Two complete copies of the following
information shall be provided.

1. Legal survey of lot.
2. Shape, area, dimensions of the lot and location of the street(s).
3. Location, dimensions and height of existing and/or proposed

structure to be erected, altered or moved on the lot.
4. Use intended and intensity (such as: single family home).

5. Dimensions showing yard requirements, including setbacks as
well as parking and driveways.

6. Flood elevation and flood area if applicable.
7. Copies of all other permits required prior to obtaining Land Use
Permit:
a. Sewer or septic system: Huron County Health
Department.
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b. Soil erosion control measures and approved plan.
C. High Risk Erosion Area (HREA) Permits.
d. Wetland Permits.

e. Any other permits except Building Permit, which cannot
be obtained until a Land Use Permit is obtained from the
Zoning Administrator.

8. Any other information deemed necessary by the Zoning
Administrator to assure that the Land Use Permit request is in
compliance with the provisions of this ordinance.

307.4 SITE PLAN SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS.

A. Application Deadlines. If a zoning application requires a Site Plan
Review by the Planning Commission, a complete application package
must be received at least fifteen (15) days before the date of a Planning
Commission meeting in order to be reviewed at said meeting.

B. Application Material. Applications requiring Site Plan Review must be
accompanied by a fee as established by the Township Board and by at
least four (4) copies of a site plan which meets the following requirements.
The application will not be reviewed until the complete application
package has been submitted, including the fee.

C. Site Plan Contents. All applicants shall complete the site plan review
checklist with persons described in item (3d) of this section. The site plan
review checklist is available with the Zoning Information Packet at the
Township offices. Site plans shall conform to the provisions approved on
the checklist. All site plans must bear the stamp of a licensed engineer or
architect with civil engineering or architecture qualifications.

Note that any proposed construction, landscaping, retention of natural
features or other property conditions depicted in the site plan submission
will be relied upon by the Planning Commission in its review. Therefore,
these conditions become requirements for approval of the site plan.
Failure to abide by such conditions constitutes a violation of the terms of
the permit issued pursuant to site plan approval, and is subject to the
enforcement provisions of this Section of the Ordinance.

1. Scale. The site plan must be drawn to a consistent scale of not
less than one inch equals fifty (1" = 50') feet for sites of three (3)
acres or less, or one inch equals two hundred (1" = 200') feet for
larger sites.

Administration, Enforcement and Amendment 3-18 Updated w/8.17.09 amendments
Updated w/5.20.2013 amendments



LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

2. Identification. The applicant's name, address and telephone
number and the name and address of the firm(s) responsible for
preparation of the site plan must be included. If the applicant
does not own the property, the owner must be identified and must
sign a statement certifying that the applicant is acting in the
owner's behalf.

3. Property Information. The site plan must accurately depict the
subject property and land adjacent to and across any
thoroughfare from it, including all existing and proposed
easements or rights of way. Zoning of the site, and of adjacent
properties, must be identified. A legal description and
computation of the area of the property must accompany the site
plan. Where more than one description exists for a parcel of land,
the legal description on file with the Huron County Register of
Deeds will be the legal description upon which a site plan decision
is based.

4, Site Features. The site plan should depict existing environmental
conditions, including the locations of wooded areas or isolated
trees over six (6) inches in diameter, topography, drainage
features showing the type and direction of flow, wetlands, any
existing structures, including those proposed for removal, and
other significant conditions. The approximate location and use of
structures and the location of the nearest driveways on adjacent
or opposing parcels should be shown.

o. Transportation Features. The site plan must show the location
and surface type of all existing and proposed public and private
roads, access drives, internal vehicle circulation areas, parking
lots (including number and location of handicapped parking
spaces), sidewalks, loading areas or docks, truck bays, and
refuse pickup stations.

6. Utilities. The site plan must show the location and size of all
existing and proposed public utilities. Sanitary sewer information
shall include location of any pumping stations and approximate
location of manholes. Storm drainage information shall include
any enclosed drains, flow restrictors and on-site retention. The
site plan must also include any existing or proposed private
utilities, such as natural gas, electricity, telephone, cable
television, septic tanks, fields and wells.
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7. Structures. The site plan must show the location and
dimensions, including height, of all proposed buildings, accessory
structures and related features.  For multifamily housing
developments, the number of units in each building must be
identified. Schematic plans and elevations of all structures
exceeding five thousand (5,000) square feet of total floor area
must be included. The site plan should also show the location,
arrangement, dimensions and type of proposed signs, lighting,
landscaping, dumpsters, screening, fences, and decorative walls.

8. Supplementary Material. The site plan shall be complemented
by any additional information, which, in the Zoning Administrator's
discretion, is important for the Site Plan Review process. This
could include, but not be limited to an assessment of the
proposed project's impact on environmental, historic social or
economic conditions; traffic studies; or proposed measures to
control or mitigate such impacts as noise, smoke, particulates,
vibration, odors, or fire hazards. (See Appendix for a Site Plan
Checklist guide.)

D. Staff Review of Site Plan. Before the site plan is reviewed by the
Planning Commission, the Township Building Inspector, Engineer, or
contracted engineering services, Public Works Director and Fire Chief, or
their designees, shall be given an opportunity to review and comment
upon it. In addition, the Zoning Administrator may submit the site plan to
any other Department of Township government that he or she believes
would have an interest in some aspect of the proposed project.

E. Planning Commission Review of Site Plan. The Planning Commission
shall address the Site Plan Review at a public meeting. A public hearing
will be held only if any party submits a written request to the Township
Clerk prior to the Planning Commission meeting at which the site plan is to
be considered. The fee for such a meeting shall be established by the
Township Board. In such cases, the public shall be heard before the
Planning Commission acts upon the site plan. However, a Site Plan
Review does not require either a public hearing or special notification of
anyone. The findings of a staff review of the site plan and any public
comments shall be taken into consideration by the Planning Commission,
but are not binding upon it in any way. In the interest of providing a timely
response to the applicant, the Planning Commission must take one of the
following actions at the meeting during which the Site Plan Review is
conducted.
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1. Approval. An affirmative vote of the majority of Planning
Commission members present at the meeting is necessary to
approve a site plan. Once approved, the site plan becomes a
condition of any permit that may be granted for the proposed
project.

2. Conditional Approval. The Planning Commission may elect to
attach conditions to its approval of a site plan. Conditions must
be justified by one (1) or more requirements of this Ordinance, or
by provisions of other local, state or federal laws. These
conditions, together with the regulatory authority and reasoning
which justifies them, must be identified in the motion for site plan
approval and communicated to the applicant in writing.

3. Denial with Explanation. Failure to comply with one or more of
the Review Standards is the only justification for denial of a site
plan. The vote of a majority of Planning Commission members
present at the meeting in which the site plan is reviewed is
required to deny it. The motion to deny must state which of the
Review Standards was not met by the site plan, and how the plan
failed to meet the standard. The motion to deny may also suggest
methods by which the shortcoming might be corrected. The
applicant shall be notified in writing of the Planning Commission's
denial of the site plan, with the full text of the motion to deny
reproduced in the communication.

F. Record to be Maintained. This record shall include an official copy of the
final site plan as it was approved by the Planning Commission, dated and
signed by the permit holder, the Planning Commission Chairperson and
the Zoning Administrator, documentation of any conditions attached to the
site plan approval and evidence of the satisfaction of same,
documentation of any allowed deviations from the approved site plan,
dated and signed by the permit holder and the Zoning Administrator.

307.5 SITE PLAN REVIEW STANDARDS.
All Site Plan Reviews shall use only the following set of standards to judge whether the site
plan should be approved or denied.

A. District Regulations. The project must comply with the applicable
District Regulations regarding use, dimensions, off street parking and any
other aspects. (When the Site Plan Review is being conducted as part of
the consideration process for a Special Use Permit or a Planned Unit
Development, the use of the site will be addressed after the Site Plan
Review. Therefore, it must be presumed for this purpose that the use of
the site will conform to the District Regulations.)
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B. Supplementary Regulations. The project must comply with any and all
of the Supplementary Regulations which may apply to it, as identified by
Chapter 13 of this Ordinance.

C. Special Use Standards. If the Site Plan Review is being conducted for a
proposed Special Use Permit, any Special Use Standards relating to the
proposed use, as identified by Chapter 16 also must be satisfied.

D. Building Arrangements. Site plans will be evaluated on the basis of
scale, circulation of air, provisions of adequate access to and around
buildings for police and fire protection services, establishment of pleasant
vistas, arrangements conducive to enhancing the environmental quality of
the site when developed, minimizing the extent of impervious ground
cover and minimizing the destruction of natural features which contribute
to environmental quality.

E. Transportation. Transportation facilities serving the parcel must be
sufficient to provide safe and efficient access to the parcel and circulation
within it. Consideration shall be given to road right-of-way, surface type,
number of lanes, driveway design and location, vehicular circulation within
the parcel, parking, snow removal from transportation facilities, public
transit, pedestrian circulation, emergency vehicle access, and accessibility
for handicapped persons. When the adequacy of public road service to
the parcel is in question, the input of the Huron County Road Commission
shall be sought.

F. Driveways. All driveways serving customer or employee parking lots
shall provide two-way traffic, unless otherwise part of a one way entrance
and exit system. All driveways shall be a minimum of twenty (20') feet
wide. A lesser width may be permitted if it can be proven that the
driveway will be increased to twenty (20') feet due to a joint arrangement
with an adjacent property owner. Driveways must have a raised curb that
continues to the edge of the travel portion of the public street if curbing is
in place or planned for the public right-of-way. Except for large parking
lots, driveways shall be limited to one (1) per development.

G. Utilities. Public utilities, including water, sewer and storm drainage
facilities, must be adequate to serve the proposed use, or sufficient
provisions shall be made to provide these services on the site. Private
utility services, including electricity, telephone, natural gas, cable
television, septic tanks, drain fields, and wells must also be sufficient to
serve the needs of the project. When the adequacy of any public utility
service to the site is in question, the input of the appropriate public utility
provider shall be sought.
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H. Lighting. Lighting is intended to illuminate parking and vehicular areas
for the purpose of increasing the safety of the users. Lighting shall be
kept “on site” with limited spill over. A lighting plan with foot candle
readings shall be included in the site plan submittal.

Fire Protection. The proposed project must comply with applicable fire
safety regulations. Also, current Township Fire Department personnel
and equipment must be sufficient to serve the project.

J. Environment. Natural features of the landscape should be retained
wherever practicable to furnish a buffer between the project and adjoining
property(ies) to help control erosion, contain storm water runoff, absorb
noise, deflect wind currents, reduce glare, or otherwise benefit the general
health, safety or appearance of the neighborhood. Any buildings, fences,
lighting, vegetation, or other features that are introduced into the
landscape should be designed to complement the site's surrounding
environment and enhance the positive features of the project. The site
plan should be developed with the goal of controlling any negative impacts
the project may have, such as noise, smoke, vibration, odor, glare, heat or
dust so that they will not be discernible beyond the property boundaries.
Further, projects shall fully adhere to applicable environmental regulations
promulgated by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Huron
County Health Department or other agencies.

K. Storm Drainage. Surface drainage, otherwise referred to as sheet
drainage, to the right-of-way, or adjacent properties is unacceptable.

L. Consistency with Ordinance Intent. The site plan should be generally
consistent with the purpose and objectives of this Ordinance, as stated in
Chapter 1, and with the purpose of the District in which the subject parcel
is located.

SECTION 308. INSPECTIONS
For the construction, enlargement, movement or renovation of buildings or structures,
inspections shall be required, but not limited to, the following:

(1) First Inspection (by the zoning administrator) shall be after the location of the
building or structure foundation has been staked.

(2) Second inspection (by the building inspector) shall occur after the
footings/foundation forms are in place and prior to pouring of concrete.

(3) Third inspection (building inspector) shall occur prior to covering of the
structural members;

(4) Final inspection (by the building inspector) is required prior to its use.
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When the final inspection is completed and it is found by the Zoning Administrator and
Building Inspector that the structure and its intended use are in compliance with the land
use permit and/or the Site Plan Review and Special Land Use permit and Building Code,
then a certificate of occupancy may be issued by the building inspector. Inspections, when
requested, shall be accomplished in a timely and efficient manner.

SECTION 309. CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

No land shall be used or changed in use or any building or structure occupied, used or
changed in use after the effective date of this Ordinance, until a certificate of occupancy is
issued by the Building Inspector certifying that the use of the land, building, or structure is
as intended and stated in the land use permit and/or the Site Plan Review and Special
Land Use permit and in conformance with the provisions of this Ordinance.
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SECTION 303. ZONING BOARD of APPEALS (ZBA)

303.1

Purpose

The purpose of this Section 303 is to establish a Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) pursuant to Public Act
110 of 2006, as amended, including its responsibilities, procedures, and standards of review, to ensure
that the objectives of this Ordinance are fully and equitably achieved.

303.2

Creation and Membership

A. Establishment and Appointment of Members: The ZBA previously created under the Lake

303.3

Township Zoning Ordinance adopted on December 18, 2006 shall continue to function under this
amended Section 303, and each member shall remain in office until such time that the member is
not reappointed or otherwise no longer eligible to serve. The ZBA is retained in accordance with
Public Act 110 of 2006 as amended. The ZBA shall consist of five (5) members, appointed by the
Township Board by majority vote. One (1) of the members shall be a member of the Planning
Commission. One (1) regular or alternate member of a ZBA may be a member of the Township
Board but shall not serve as the chairperson. The remaining regular members, and any alternate
members, shall be selected from the electors of the Township residing within. The members
selected shall be representative of the population distribution and of the various interests present
in the Township. An employee or contractor of the Township Board may not serve as a member
of the ZBA.

Alternate Members: The Township Board may appoint not more than two (2) alternate
members to the ZBA. The alternate members shall be called on a rotating basis to sit as regular
members of the ZBA in the absence of a regular member if the regular member will be unable to
attend one (1) or more meetings of the ZBA. An alternate member may also be called to serve in
the place of a regular member for the purpose of reaching a decision on a case in which the
regular member has abstained for reasons of conflict of interest. An alternate member shall serve
on a case until a final decision is made. The alternate member shall have the same voting rights
as a regular member of the ZBA.

Terms of Appointment: ZBA members, including alternate members, shall be appointed for
three (3) year terms except in the case of a Planning Commission and/or Township Board
member serving on the ZBA, whose terms on the ZBA shall be limited to the time they are
members of the Planning Commission or Township Board. A successor shall be appointed not
more than one (1) month after the term of the preceding member has expired. Vacancies for
unexpired terms shall be filled for the remainder of the term in the same manner as the original
appointment. Members may be reappointed.

Removal from Office / Conflict of Interest: A member of the ZBA may be removed by the
Township Board for misfeasance, malfeasance, or nonfeasance in office upon written charges and
after a public hearing. A member shall disqualify himself or herself from deliberations and a vote
in which the member has a conflict of interest. Failure of a member to disqualify himself or
herself from deliberations and a vote in which the member has a conflict of interest constitutes
malfeasance in office.

Organization

Rules of Procedure and Officers: The ZBA shall adopt rules of procedure for the conduct of its
meetings and the implementation of its duties. The ZBA shall annually elect from its members a
chairperson, vice-chairperson, and secretary.

Meetings and Quorum: Meetings of the ZBA shall be held at the call of the chairperson and at
such other times as the ZBA in its rules of procedure may specify. A majority of the regular
membership of the ZBA shall comprise a quorum, which may include an alternate member(s)
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sitting in for a regular member(s). The ZBA shall not conduct official business unless a quorum
is present. All meetings shall be open to the public and conducted pursuant to the requirements of
the Open Meetings Act (P.A. 267 of 1976, as amended).

C. Oaths and Witnesses: The chairperson may administer oaths and compel the attendance of
witnesses.

D. Records/Minutes: The ZBA shall maintain a record of its proceedings which shall be filed in the
office of the Township Clerk, and shall be a public record according to the Freedom of
Information Act. All minutes shall state the grounds for each determination, including findings of
fact and conclusions, and shall be available to the public according to the Open Meetings Act.

E. Legal Counsel: The Township Attorney shall act as legal counsel for the ZBA.

303.4 Jurisdiction

The ZBA shall act upon questions as they arise in the administration of this Ordinance and take other
actions as specified in this Ordinance. The ZBA shall perform its duties and exercise its powers as
provided in Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended. The ZBA shall not have the power to alter or change
the zoning district classification of any property, nor make any change in the terms or intent of this
Ordinance, but shall have the power to act on those matters so specified in this Ordinance including
Ordinance interpretations, variances, and the review of an order, requirement, decision, or determination
made by an administrative official or body charged with the administration or enforcement of this
Ordinance.

303.5 Appeals for Administrative Reviews

A. Authority: The ZBA shall hear and decide appeals where it is alleged by the appellant that there
is an error in any order, requirement, permit, or decision by the Zoning Administrator or by any
other body or official in administering or enforcing the provisions of this Ordinance. Within this
capacity the ZBA may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the order, requirement,
decision, or determination of such body or official. The ZBA shall have all the powers of the
body or official that made the decision subject to the appeal. This authority shall not extend to
decisions on Special Land Use applications and ordinance amendment petitions.

B. Standards: The ZBA shall reverse or otherwise modify the decision of such body or official
from whom the appeal is taken only if it finds that the action or decision appealed meets any of
the following conditions:

1. Was arbitrary or capricious.

2. Was based upon an erroneous finding of a material fact.

3. Constituted an abuse of discretion.

4. Was based upon erroneous interpretation of the Zoning Ordinance or zoning law.

5. Required procedures were not followed.

C. Procedures:

1. Application Requirements: A written application for an appeal for administrative review
shall be completed and filed with the Zoning Administrator on forms established for that
purpose, within twenty-one (21) days after the date of the meeting during which the meeting
minutes addressing the decision being appealed was approved. Application for an
administrative review shall specify, at a minimum, the name, address, and phone number of
the applicant; the decision being appealed; and the basis for the appeal. A minimum of eight
(8) copies of the application shall be submitted along with any required application fees.

2. Stay: An appeal of an administrative decision shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the
action appealed unless the officer or body from whom the appeal is taken certifies to the
ZBA, after the notice of appeal is filed, that by reason of facts stated in the certification, a
stay would in the opinion of the officer or body would cause imminent peril to life or
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303.6

property. If such a certification is filed, the proceedings shall only be stayed by a restraining

order. A restraining order may be granted by the ZBA or by the circuit court, on application,

on satisfactory demonstration of due cause.

3. Record of Facts / Transmission of Record: Upon receipt of an application for administrative
review, the officer or body that made the decision being appealed shall transmit to the ZBA
all papers constituting the record associated with the decision being appealed. In hearing and
deciding administrative appeals, the ZBA’s review shall be based upon the record of the
administrative decision being appealed.

a. The ZBA shall not consider new information which had not been presented to the
administrative official or body that made the decision subject to the appeal except where
the ZBA first remands the matter back to the body that made the original administrative
decision with an order to consider the new information and affirm or modify its original
decision.

4. Hearing: Upon receipt of an application, the chairperson of the ZBA shall fix a reasonable
time and date for a hearing, taking into account adequate time for members of the ZBA to
review the application prior to such hearing. Notice of the hearing shall comply with Section
306. Upon the hearing, any party may appear in person or by agent or attorney. See
subsection (5) regarding participation at the hearing by a member of the ZBA who is also a
member of the Planning Commission or the Township Board.

5. Decision: The ZBA shall render a decision in the form of a motion containing a full record of
the findings and determination of the ZBA and basis for such determination, and shall be
made part of the meeting minutes. The concurring vote of a majority of the members of the
ZBA shall be necessary to reverse or otherwise modify the action subject to the appeal. The
ZBA shall render a decision within ninety (90) days of the Township’s receipt of a complete
application except where the Township and applicant mutually agree to an extended time
period.

a. A member of the ZBA who is also a member of the Planning Commission or the
Township Board shall not participate in a public hearing, deliberation, or vote, on the
same matter that the member voted on as a member of the Planning Commission or the
Township Board. However, the member may consider and vote on other unrelated
matters involving the same property.

Interpretations

A. Authority: The ZBA shall hear and decide upon requests to interpret the provisions of this

Ordinance when it is alleged that certain provisions are not clear or that they could have more
than one meaning, including the determination of the precise location of the boundary lines
between zoning districts, application of off-street parking requirements for a specific use, and
whether a particular use is authorized in a particular district.

B. Standards: In deciding on an interpretation, the ZBA shall be guided by the following:

1. An interpretation shall be consistent with the intent and purpose of the Ordinance and the
specific Chapter in which the language in question is contained.

2. Atext interpretation shall apply to the specific provision for which the interpretation is
requested, and shall not extend to matters beyond such specific provision.

3. A zoning district boundary interpretation shall be guided by Section 403.

4. All interpretations shall take into account any relevant interpretations previously issued by
the ZBA and any relevant past ordinance administration practices.

5. Prior to deciding a request for an interpretation, the ZBA may confer with Township staff
and consultants to gain insight into the provision subject to interpretation and any
consequences which may result from differing decisions.

C. Procedures:
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1. Application Requirements: A written application for an interpretation shall be completed and

filed with the Zoning Administrator on forms established for that purpose. Application for an
interpretation shall specify, at a minimum, the name, address, and phone number of the
applicant; the standard, regulation or provision requiring an interpretation; and a plot plan,
site plan, or similar drawing illustrating the application or relevance of such interpretation. A
minimum of seven (7) copies of the completed application shall be submitted along with any
application fees.
Hearing: Upon receipt of an application, the chairperson of the ZBA shall fix a reasonable
time and date for a hearing, taking into account adequate time for members of the ZBA to
review the application prior to such hearing. Notice of the hearing shall comply with Section
306. Upon the hearing, any party may appear in person or by agent or attorney.
Decision: The ZBA shall render a decision in the form of a motion containing a full record of
the findings and determination of the ZBA, and basis for such determination, and shall be
made part of the meeting minutes. The concurring vote of a majority of the members of the
ZBA shall be necessary to make an interpretation. The ZBA shall render a decision within
ninety (90) days of the Township’s receipt of a complete application except where the
Township and applicant mutually agree to an extended time period.
a. A decision providing an interpretation may be accompanied by a ZBA recommendation
to the Planning Commission for consideration of an amendment of the Ordinance to
address what the ZBA may find is a problematic aspect of the Ordinance.

303.7 Variances

A. Authority: The ZBA shall have the power to authorize specific variances from specific site
development standards of this Ordinance, such as lot area and width requirements, building
height and setback requirements, lot width and depth standards, lot depth to width ratio
requirements, off-street parking and loading space standards, and sign standards. The ZBA shall
not have the power to authorize variances from requirements of this Ordinance pertaining to
permitted uses of land in a District.

B. Standards: The ZBA shall have the power to authorize variances from specific site development
requirements provided that all of the standards listed below are met and the record of
proceedings of the ZBA contains evidence supporting each conclusion.

1.

w

That there are practical difficulties that prevent carrying out the strict letter of this Ordinance
due to unique circumstances specific to the property such as its narrowness, shallowness,
shape, or topography, that do not generally apply to other property or uses in the same
district, and shall not be recurrent in nature. These difficulties shall not be deemed economic,
but shall be evaluated in terms of the use of a particular parcel of land.

That the practical difficulty or special condition or circumstance is not a result of the actions
of the applicant.

That the variance will relate only to property described in the variance application.

That the variance will be in harmony with the purpose of this Ordinance and the intent of the
District, including the protection of public health, safety and welfare in general and vehicular
and pedestrian circulation specifically.

That the variance will not cause a substantial adverse effect upon surrounding property
including property values and the development, use and enjoyment of property in the
neighborhood or District.

That strict compliance with the site development requirement in question would
unreasonably prevent the owner from using the property for a permitted purpose, or would
render conformity unnecessarily burdensome.

That the variance requested is the minimum amount necessary to overcome the inequality
inherent in the particular property or mitigate the practical difficulty.

C. Procedures
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1.

2.

Application Requirements: Application for a variance shall specify, at a minimum, the

name, address, and phone number of the applicant; the legal description for the lot subject to

the variance; a specification of the Ordinance’s standards for which a variance is sought and
the specific variance being requested; and a plot plan, site plan, elevation drawing or similar
drawing prepared by a registered land surveyor or registered engineer that clearly illustrates
property lines, property line bearings and dimensions, existing buildings and structures, and
the proposed improvements to the lot for which the variance is requested. In all variance
proceedings, it shall be the responsibility of the applicant to provide information, plans,
testimony and/or evidence from which the ZBA may make the required findings, including
any information the applicant may choose to submit to demonstrate conformance with the
standards of subsection (B) above. A minimum of seven (7) copies of the completed
application shall be submitted along with any application fees.

Hearing: Upon receipt of an application, the chairperson of the ZBA shall fix a reasonable

time and date for a hearing, taking into account adequate time for members of the ZBA to

review the application prior to such hearing. Notice of the hearing shall comply with Section

306. Upon the hearing, any party may appear in person or by agent or attorney.

Decision: The ZBA shall render a decision in the form of a motion containing a full record

of the findings and determination of the ZBA, and basis for such determination, and shall be

made part of the meeting minutes. The concurring vote of a majority of the members of the

ZBA shall be necessary to grant a variance. The ZBA shall render a decision within ninety

(90) days of the Township’s receipt of a complete application except where the Township

and applicant mutually agree to an extended time period.

a. Ingranting a variance, the ZBA may prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards in
conformity with this Ordinance. In the case where the ZBA prescribes such conditions,
the ZBA may require that a performance guarantee be furnished to ensure compliance
with such conditions. Violations of such conditions and safeguards, when made a part of
the terms under which the variance is granted, shall be deemed a violation of this
Ordinance.

b. A variance shall become null and void unless the construction authorized by such
variance has been commenced within one-hundred eighty (180) days after the granting
of the variance and that an occupancy permit is issued by the Building Inspector within
two (2) years of the granting of the variance. The ZBA may extend this time limit upon
its finding that no substantial changes have occurred to ordinance regulations, abutting
properties, or other conditions that undermine the basis for the original issuance of the
variance.

c. No application for a variance which has been acted upon shall be resubmitted for a period
of one (1) year from the date of the last denial, except on the grounds of newly-
discovered evidence or proof of changed conditions having bearing on the basis for the
original denial, in the discretion of the ZBA.

303.8 Review by Circuit Court

A. Circuit Court Review: The decision of the ZBA shall be final. However, any party aggrieved by
an order, determination or decision of the ZBA may obtain a review thereof in the Circuit Court

provided that application is made to the Court within thirty (30) days after the ZBA issues its
decision in writing signed by the chairperson, or within twenty-one (21) days after the ZBA
approves the minutes of its decision. The Circuit Court shall review the record and decision of
the ZBA to insure that the decision:

1. Complies with the constitution and laws of the State.

2. Is based upon proper procedure.

3. Is supported by competent, material, and substantial evidence on the record.

4. Represents the reasonable exercise of discretion granted by law to the ZBA.
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Districts

SECTION 401. DIVISION OF THE TOWNSHIP

For the purposes of this Ordinance, all land within Lake Township, excepting streets and
alleys, is divided into the following Zoning Districts. The districts as listed here are
presumed to be in ascending order of permissiveness and land use intensity, or in
descending order of restrictiveness as one proceeds from top to bottom.

AG Agricultural

R-R Rural Residential

R-1 Single Family Residential
R-2 Single Family Residential
R-3 Multiple Family Residential
R-B Residential Business

B-1 General Business

At the time of adoption of this Zoning Ordinance, there are several industrial zoned
properties within Huron County which are either improved and vacant or unimproved,
which are most likely better suited for industrial development than any area within Lake
Township. If, at some point in the future, industrial development is needed or wanted
within the boundaries of Lake Township, the planning commission will review the current
Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance for consideration of an industrial district.

SECTION 402. OFFICIAL ZONING MAP

The boundaries of Zoning Districts are defined and established as shown on a map
entitled “Lake Township Zoning Map” which accompanies this Ordinance. This map, with
all explanatory matter thereon, is hereby made part of this Ordinance.

The official zoning map shall be identified by the signature of the Township Supervisor and
attested by the Township Clerk, and shall contain the following, “This is to certify that this
is the Official Zoning Map of Lake Township, adopted on December 18, 2006.”

Two (2) official copies of the zoning map shall be maintained, one in the office of the
Zoning Administrator and the other in the office of the Township Clerk.

Districts

4-1
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LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

SECTION 403. INTERPRETATION OF BOUNDARIES

For consistency of enforcement and to prevent ambiguity, where uncertainty exists with
respect to the boundaries of any of the districts indicated on the official Zoning Map, the
following rules shall apply:

A. Boundaries indicated as following streets, alleys, highways, or other
modes of conveyance shall be deemed to follow the centerlines of such
right-of- way.

B. Boundaries which are indicated, as approximately following lot lines, or

boundary lines shall be constructed as following such legally placed lines.

C. Boundaries following the shoreline of a stream, lake, or other body of
water shall be constructed as the ordinary high water mark as established
by the Army Corp of Engineers.

D. Boundaries that follow the shoreline of Lake Huron shall be construed as
the ordinary high water mark, set at 581.5 feet above sea level by the
USACE.

SECTION 404. SCOPE OF REGULATIONS

No building or structure or part thereof shall be hereafter erected, moved constructed, or
altered, and no new use or change in use of a parcel or structure shall be made unless it
conforms with the provisions of this Ordinance, including the regulation of the Zoning
District in which it is located.

The regulations applying to Zoning Districts include specific limitation on the use of land
and structures, height and bulk of structures, parcel area and dimensions, setback of
structures from public thoroughfares and neighboring properties, and area of a parcel that
can be covered by structures.

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the power to classify a use which is not
specifically mentioned by this Ordinance. Said use shall be treated in a like manner with a
comparable permitted or prohibited use for the purpose of clarifying the district regulations
of any Zoning District.

SECTION 405. DISTRICT BOUNDARY EXCEPTIONS

Where a district boundary line, as established by this Ordinance, when adopted or
subsequently amended, divides a lot in single or separate ownership, a use permitted in
the less restricted portion of said lot may be extended to the entire lot, subject to the
following conditions:

Districts
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LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

A. That one-half (%) or more of the area of said lot shall be in the less
restrictive district.

B. That any part of a less restricted use extended beyond a district boundary
under the terms of this section shall be housed entirely within an enclosed
building and such building shall conform to any applicable yard and area
requirements in the more restrictive district.

Restrictiveness by district proceeding from most restrictive to least restrictive is herein
established as follows:
R-1,R-2,R-3, R-R, R-B, B-1, AG

SECTION 406. APPROVAL OF PLATS

No proposed plat of a new or redesigned subdivision shall hereinafter be approved by
either the local governing body or its agents unless the lots within the plat equal or exceed
the minimum size and width requirements of this Ordinance and all other applicable codes
or Ordinances.

SECTION 407. DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS TABLE
This table appears on one (1) page. The table specifies parcel dimensions and setback
requirements for parcels in each Zoning District.

Districts
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LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

Dimensional Requirements by Zoning District

District = Chapter Min. Min.  Min. Floor Front Rear Yard Building Maximum Lot
Lot Size = Width  Area per Height Coverage
Dwelling

AG 5 1-1/2 Acre | 150" | 720 sq. ft. 50' 25' 25' 35' N/A

R-R 6 1-1/2 Acre | 150" | 720 sq. ft. 25' 10’ 25' 30-35' 25 35%
R-1 7 |12000sqft| 100' |720sq.ft| 2572 | 9L Na | 2835 | 25 35%
R-2 8 |12000sqft| 100' |[720sq.ft| 25' | o' 40 | 2835 | 25 35%
R-3 9 12,000 sq ft| 100’ 720 sq ft 40’ 15° 25' 35’ 35%

R-B 10 12,000 sq ft| 100’ 720 sq ft 25’ 10°° 20 35’ 35%

B-1 11 15,000 sq ft| 100’ N/A 40’ 25°¢ 25° 35’ 35%

Minimum building width for all dwelling units must have a minimum width on any side of 24'.

In any Residential district, in the case of a corner lot, the side yard on the street side shall not be less than 25' and the
remaining side yard shall not be less than 10'.

@The building setback on the lakeside of a waterfront property shall be such that from an adjoining property structure, by

using a measurement from the front face corners of the existing structure as a baseline to the proposed structure and/or
addition, there shall be no more than a 30 degree angle. See 705.2. D.

® When the side yard abuts upon the side or rear yard of another R-B district, the minimum side yard setback shall be 3'.

¢ When the side yard or rear yard abuts the side yard or rear yard of another B-1 district, the minimum side yard shall be 6'
and the minimum rear year shall be 10’.

4 In the R-1 District, the front yard setback for Decks shall be the seawall. If no seawall, the setback shall be determined
by the Zoning Administrator. Amended 5.20.2013

For Accessory Structures see chapter for respective districts.

Districts 4-4
Updated w/8.17.09 amendments
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LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

R-R - Rural Residential

SECTION 601. INTENT AND PURPOSE

To maintain, preserve and enhance rural acreage which has not historically been used
agriculture, but which is either wooded or open space and is not subdivided and which
generallypest suited for larger single family parcels with accesgpeybuitdings

and uses situated on them as special uses.

SECTION 602. USES PERMITTED BY RIGHT

Following are the principal permitted uses by right wiRHndtnietR

A.

Single fargildetached dwellings, including manufactured dwellings, subject to
Sections 604 and 605.

Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the permitted uses
above, subject to Sec. 605.5.

Temporary buildings or trailer offices incidental tdicconsbricfor a
period not to exceed one (1) year.

Essential Services.

State licensed residential facility providing resident services for persons undei
twentyfour (24) hour supervision or care, or both. This Section shall not apply
to adult foster edacilities licensed by a state agency for care and treatment
of persons released from or assigned to adult correctional institutions.

State licensed or approved family day care facilities subject to the provisions
of the Michigan Zoning Enabling 20€&16of

RR - Rural Residential

6-1 Updated w/8.17.09 amendments
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LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

SECTION 603. USES PERMITTED AFTER SPECIAL
APPROVAL

The following Special Approval uses shall be permitted subject to approval by th
Township Board after review and recommendation by the Planning Commission, ar
further subject to any andadbreable conditions which may be imposed in accordance
with the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, P.A. 110 of 2006, and Chapter 16 of thi:
ordinance.

A Private parks, rgalf facilities, driving ranges and similar private
recreation uses.

B. Golf Courses andudtryClubs.
C. Planned Unit Developments.

D. Public Utility Buildings requiresgrve the immediate vicinity and such
use is not injurious to the surrounding neighborhood.

E Group dagare facility subject to the standards of Section 206 of the
Michigan Zorg Enabling Act of 2006.

F. Home Occupations, subject to Chapter 16.
G. Cemeteries adjacent to or an extension of existing cemeteries.
H. Schools.

l. Religious Uses.

J. Publicly owned and operated parks, play fields, museums, libraries and
other recreation fisieis.

SECTION 604. MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR RESIDENTIAL
DWELLINGS

All singkdamily dwellings shall comply with the following:

A. All single family dwellings shall have a minimum of seven hundred twenty
(720) square feet of floor area on the main floor.

RR - Rural Residential 6 -2 Updated w/8.17.09 amendments
Updated w/9.17.12 amendments



LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

It shall maintain twentig X U T IHHW PLQLPXP ZLGWK

side or rear elevation and complies in all respects with the Township
building code, including minimum heights for habitable rooms. Where a
dwelling is required by law to companyvittderal or state standards

or regulations for construction and where such standards or regulation for
construction are different than those imposed by the township building
code, such federal or state standard or regulation shall apply.

It is firmlyteached to a permanent foundation constructed on the site in
accordance with the township building code and shall have a wall of the
same perimeter dimensions of the dwelling and constructed of such
materials and type as required in the applicableddddmgsingle

family dwellings. Also, in the event that the dwelling is a mobile home, as
defined herein, such dwelling shall be installed pursuant to the
PDQXIDFWXUHUTY VHWXS LQVWUXFWLRQV DQ
an anchoring systend@rice complying with the rules and regulations of

the Michigan Mobile Home Commission.

In the event that a dwelling is a mobile home as defined herein, each
mobile home shall be installed with the wheels removed. Additionally, no
dwelling will have axyposed towing mechanism, under carriage, or
chassis.

The dwelling is connected to the public sewer and water supply or to such
private facilities approved by the local health department.

The dwelling contains a storage area in a basement located under t
dwelling, in an attic area, in closet areas, or in a separate structure of
standard construction similar to or of better quality than the principal
dwellings, which storage area shall be equal to ten (10%) percent of the
square footage of the dwellngne hundred (100) square feet,
whichever shall be less.

The dwelling contains no additions or rooms or other areas which are not
constructed with similar quality workmanship as the original structure,
including permanent attachment to the principed sind construction

of a foundation as required herein.

The dwelling complies with all pertinent building and fire codes. In the
case of a mobile home, all construction and all plumbing, electrical
apparatus and insulation within and connectechobitaidome shall

EH RI D W\SH DQG TXDOLW\ FRQIRUPLQJ WR \
6DIHW\ 6WDQGDUGV" DV SURPXOJDWHG E\ W
Housing and Urban Development (being 24 CFR, 3280) and as form time
to time such standards neagrbended. Additionally, all dwellings shall

meet or exceed all applicable roof snow load and strength requirements.

RR - Rural Residential
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LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

SECTION 605. DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS

605.1 MINIMUM LOT SIZE.

Each lot shall contain a minimum of one #iadf ¢1i&) acres. Each loll slaze a
PLQLPXP ZLGWK RI RQH KXQGUHG ILIW\ T IHHW RI

605.2 MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENT.

A Each front yard shall be a minimum of ihwenty T IHHW IURI
property line.

B. Each side yard shall be a minimwn-b0 T IHHW IURP WKH ¢

C. Each lot shall have a minimum rear yard ef twéty T IHHW IUR|
property line.

D. In the case of the corner lot the side yard on the street side shall not be
less than twenty Y H T ITHHW ®<€06é yaKsHalllhbtmh® L QL Q
OHVV WKDQ WHQ T IHHW IURP WKH SURSHL

605.2 MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT.

; HpFébidentialvV K L U W \
dwellrng shall exceed thrttyr( H T D Q G WnZnRed 8.17YVWRULHYV

605.3 MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE.

and structures

Thrrtyflve (35%) percent of the property may be covered by burldlngs and structures
Amended 8.17.09

605.4 ACCESSORY STRUCTURES.

Accasory structures are permitted inRdidRict, subject to the following regulations.

A. One (1) garage, attached or unattached, plus any number of accgssory buildin
located in the rear yard is limited by the size of parcel of land as follows:

1 to 3 acres = 2 accessory buildings
3.1 to 6 acres = 3 accessory buildings
6.1 to 10 acres = 4 accessory buildings

RR - Rural Residential 6 -4 Updated w/8.17.09 amendments
Updated w/9.17.12 amendments



LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

The total square footage of all accessory buildiogexeagt square footage
requirements as explained in Part D, SectioA6@bded 9.17.12

When a garage is structurally attached to a main building, it shall be subject
to and must conform to all regulations applicable to théncipal buitding.

. A garage located in the side yard, whether attached or unattached shall not
exceed eight hundred sb@yX U T ITHHW

not exceed one

. Any accessory building or garage located in the rear yard shall not exceed the

following combined square footage requirements per area of land:
1 to 3 acres3,000 square feet

3.1 to 6 acres4,800 square feet

6.1 talO acrest6,000 square feet

Amended 9.17.12

. No garage, accessory building or portion thereof shall be erected or extended int

the required front yard setback areas. An attached garage building of fireproo
construction may be erected to extemd llegdront line of the house except

that such garage shall not encroach upon the minimum front yard setback area a
required by this ordinance. No garage or accessory building shall be permitted il
the front yard.

. No garage, utility or accessolirfguishall be constructed or moved to any

parcel of property until the principal building, or intended to be erected thereon, i
at least twihirds (2/3) completed except that construction of an attached garage
may proceed with the construction of eéliegdwinless otherwise provided
herein.

. Setbacks for Accessory Structures are as follows:

1. For all attached garages, the structure is subject to the same setback
regulations as the principal structure.

2. For detached structures, the structure nogsttée a minimum of
WHQ f IHHW EHKLQG WKH SULQFLSDO V
setback regulations as the principal structure.

. Height Regulations

+KHZLDBb OO KHLIKW R+-WKH VWUXFWXUHVKDOO QI
e-thrav , j i @éhty T IHHW

RR - Rural Residential
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LAKE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE

7KH ZDOO KHLJKW RI DQ DFFHVVRU\ EXLOGLQJ V
LQ KHLJKW DERYH WKH DYHUDJH JUDGH RU DQ F
Amended 9.17.12

The wall height of any structure in the same footprint or on the same foundation
the principal dwelling, whether above or below the average grade, the bottorr
VWRU\ EDVHPHQW JDUDJH HWF LYV OLPLWHG V
basement is converted to a garage, the garage floor area cannot be larger than
eight hundred sitR X U f IHHW LQndddRdDIG.IPORRU DUHI

SECTION 606. PARKING

OftStreet parking shall be provided in accordance with the regula#oristin Chapt

RR - Rural Residential
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