
Section  7.16    Junkyards 
 

 

A.  Compliance with Table 3-4:  See Table 3-4 for standards pertaining to minimum lot area, width, 
frontage, and yard setbacks, and maximum building height and building and lot coverage, except as 
follows:  
 

1. The lot shall have a minimum area of ten (10) acres and a minimum width of three-hundred thirty 
(330) feet. 

 
2. Minimum setbacks from lot lines for all buildings and structures shall be seventy-five (75) feet. 
 

 

B.  Additional Standards and Requirements:  
 

1. A solid fence, wall and/or berm enclosure at least eight (8) feet in height, but no greater than ten 
(10) feet in height, shall be provided around all sides of the area used to store, dismantle, or 
otherwise work on junk. Such fence or wall shall be set back from all lot lines a minimum 
distance of fifty (50) feet. The fence shall be of sound construction, painted or otherwise finished 
neatly and inconspicuously. All activities shall be confined to within the enclosed area including 
storage or stockpiling of materials; disassembly of materials, parts, and vehicles; and the storage 
or parking of all equipment and operative and inoperative vehicles. There shall be no stocking of 
material above the height of the enclosure 

. 
2. There shall be no storing, dismantling, or other work on junk within two-hundred (200) feet of a 

church, school, public building, park, cemetery, Residential District, or lot used for residential 
purposes 

 
3. No junkyard shall be used for the dumping or disposal of household, commercial, or industrial 

garbage and trash. 
 
4. Outdoor burning is prohibited.  
 
5. Between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m., all processes involving the use of equipment for 

cutting, compressing, or packaging shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building. 
 
6. All roads, driveways, parking lots, and loading and unloading areas within any junk yard shall be 

paved, watered, or chemically treated so as to limit the nuisance caused by wind-borne dust, and 
shall be maintained free of debris and refuse. 

 
7. The operation shall be licensed by the Michigan Secretary of State. 
 
8. Any materials listed on the Michigan Critical Materials Register (gasoline and solvents) require 

secondary containment and a Pollution Incident Protection Plan filed with the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality. 

 
9. No inoperable vehicle shall be maintained on the site for more than three (3) days except where 

all fluids and other hazardous materials in such vehicle, including but not limited to batteries, 
fuels, oils, and coolants, are fully drained. Such fluids shall be disposed of in accordance with all 
local, county, state and federal regulations. The leaking of such materials onto the ground is 
prohibited. 

 
10. All junk material shall be fully removed from the site prior to the termination of said use. 
 
11. The lot shall have frontage on M-25 and/or at least one (1) paved road classified by the County 

Road Commission as a primary road according to PA 51 of 1951, and take its access from such 
road.  



12. A management office within a building shall be maintained on the lot and occupied at all times 
that the facility is operational or otherwise accessible by the public.  

 
13. An application for a junkyard shall specify the type of salvage material to be received and/or 

collected, methods of separation and/or recycling, the destination of waste or recycled materials, 
and a site maintenance program.  

 


