
Section  7.23    Recreation Facilities, Outdoor  
 

 

A.  Compliance with Table 3-4:  See Table 3-4 for standards pertaining to minimum lot area, width, 
frontage, and yard setbacks, and maximum building height and building and lot coverage, except as 
follows:  
 

1. Principal and accessory buildings shall be set back at least one-hundred (100) feet from all lot 
lines, unless otherwise specified herein. 

 
2. See Subsections (B) – (G) for additional exceptions applicable to specific facility types. 
 

 

B.  Additional Standards and Requirements Applicable to All Outdoor Recreation Facilities:  
 

1. Accessory retail or commercial facilities, such as food and beverage facilities or equipment 
shops, shall be designed to serve only the patrons of the outdoor recreation facility, unless the 
retail or commercial facility is identified as a permitted use in the District in which the facility is 
located. 

 
2. In the case where the facility is to generate a daily average of more than two-hundred (200) 

vehicles arriving to the facility, the facility shall have frontage along and have direct access to a 
paved primary road and/or M-25. 

 
3. Applications for outdoor recreation facilities shall include documentation demonstrating adequate 

liability insurance. 
 
4. All outdoor facilities shall be maintained free of litter. Applications for outdoor recreation facilities 

shall identify trash and litter control measures including the size and location of trash receptacles. 
 
6. In the case where ticket gates are used for controlled access, such ticket gates shall be provided 

in accordance with the following ratios: One (1) ticket gate for three hundred (300) car capacity 
facilities; two (2) ticket gates for six hundred (600) car capacity facilities; three (3) ticket gates for 
eight hundred (800) car capacity facilities; and four (4) ticket gates for one thousand (1,000) car 
capacity facilities.   

 
6. In the case where any portion of the facility is adjacent to a lot in an Agricultural or Residential 

District, all facility operations shall be located a minimum of one hundred (100) feet from such 
shared lot lines including buildings, other structures, trash containment areas, parking and areas 
devoted to the stacking of vehicles awaiting access to ticket gates. 

 
7. The applicant shall provide a detailed operations plan clearly outlining the types, locations, and 

characteristics of uses proposed, including proposed hours of operation.   
 

 

C.  Additional Standards and Requirements Applicable to Race Tracks and Off-Road Vehicle 
Tracks:  
 

1. A minimum of twenty (20) acres shall be required for such uses. 
 
2. No portion of the race track surface, trail or area used by vehicles shall be within one-hundred 

(100) feet of a lot line, excluding ingress and egress areas and areas devoted to parking.  
 
3. Off-street parking areas and ingress and egress drives associated with race tracks shall be set 

back from all property lines a minimum distance of fifty (50) feet. 
  



 

D.  Additional Standards and Requirements Applicable to Drive-In Theaters:  
 

1. A minimum of twenty (20) acres shall be required for such uses. 
 
2. No portion of a screen shall be within one-hundred (100) feet of a lot line.  
 
3. Off-street parking areas and ingress and egress drives shall be set back from all property lines a 

minimum distance of fifty (50) feet. 
 
4. A solid fence, wall and/or berm, of a minimum height of eight (8) feet, shall screen all off-street 

parking areas from view from adjacent properties and public roads.  
 
5. The facility shall be designed to enable a minimum of thirty percent (30%) of the vehicle capacity 

of the theater to be located between the ticket gates and the right-of-way line of public roads 
providing access to the lot, for entry and exit from such gates. 

 
6. Theater screens shall be oriented away from public roads and shall not be visible from the M-25 

right-of-way. 
 
7. Theater screens shall not exceed sixty-five (65) feet in length and forty (40) feet in height above 

the surrounding parking lot surface. 
 

 

E.  Additional Standards and Requirements Applicable to Campgrounds:  
 

1. The minimum lot area shall be ten (10) acres and shall have a minimum width of four-hundred 
(400) feet 

. 
2. Buildings, structures, areas designated for camping, common play areas, and areas devoted to 

the storage of vehicles not set up for occupancy shall be located a minimum of one hundred (100) 
feet from all property lines.  

 
3. Each campsite shall be at least fifteen hundred (1,500) square feet in size for campsites designed 

to serve motor homes, trailers, and similar vehicles. Campsites designed for tent camping shall 
be at least six hundred (600) square feet in size. 

 
4. Utilities serving the campground shall have sufficient capacity to serve the campground when in 

full use. Each campsite shall either be provided with individual water and sewer hookups 
approved by the County Health Department, or shall have convenient access to approved service 
buildings. 

 
5. Campgrounds shall be for seasonal recreation use only, except that a residence for a year round 

manager or caretaker is permitted. 
 
6. A seasonal convenience store may be permitted to operate within a campground as an 

accessory and subordinate use to the campground where the campground exceeds more than 
40 campsites, the approving body determines that the proposed location will significantly 
discourage use of the store by non-campers, and such use is expressly authorized as part of an 
approved campground application. 

 
7. Each campsite shall be clearly identified by stakes or markers. 
 
8. Each campsite shall have a picnic table and if fires are permitted, a designated place for such 

fires. 
 



9. A common use area shall be provided at a rate of five hundred (500) square feet per campsite, 
except that a minimum of ten thousand (10,000) square feet shall be provided.  

 
10. Access roads shall be a minimum of twenty-two (22) feet in width and any dead-ended access 

drives shall be provided a minimum forty (40) foot diameter turn around. 
 
11. The placement of tents and vehicles shall be prohibited within thirty (30) feet of the center line of 

an access road. 
 
12. The storage of recreational vehicles, decks, sheds and other accessory items, not actively in use 

by a camper, is prohibited except upon approval for such storage according to an approved site 
plan that identifies such storage area and the items to be stored. 

 
13. Campgrounds shall comply with all rules and regulations of the Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality and County Health Department, including provisions pertaining to potable 
water, shower facilities, restrooms, and maximum capacity of persons per campsite. 

 
 

F.  Additional Standards and Requirements Applicable to Shooting Ranges:  
 

1. Minimum lot area shall be forty (40) acres for outdoor firearm shooting activities and shall be 
twenty (20) acres for all other outdoor shooting activities including archery-only and paintball-only 
facilities. 

 
2. Minimum lot frontage and width shall be 1,320’ for outdoor firearm shooting facilities and shall be 

660’ for all other outdoor shooting activities including archery-only and paintball-only facilities. 
 
3. An outdoor shooting range’s boundaries shall be fenced with a minimum four (4) foot high fence 

with signs posted no less than fifty (50) feet apart along the fence stating “Danger Shooting 
Range” or similar warning. All vehicular access shall be controlled by locked gates. 

 
4. A site plan for the range, whether indoor or outdoor, shall clearly indicate all safety provisions to 

prohibit any projectile discharged within the confines of a shooting range from exiting the range. 
 
5. All indoor and outdoor activities, including the shooting of projectiles and storage of projectiles, 

shall comply with the most current published standards and guidelines of the National Rifle 
Association and Field Archery Association, as applicable, and shall comply with federal, state 
and county rules and regulations. 

 
6. Outdoor shooting hours shall not begin prior to 8:00 a.m. and shall not extend past 8:00 p.m. 

Extended hours are permitted for governmental law enforcement agencies provided the Zoning 
Administrator is notified at least seven (7) days in advance of the date or dates for the extended 
hours. 

 
7. Outdoor shooting ranges shall be configured to minimize the potential for lead to enter surface 

waters, ground water and wetlands. Application materials shall include a lead management plan 
that shall specify measures to address the containment, migration, removal and disposal of lead. 

 
8.  No firearm shall be discharged within 1,000’ of a dwelling existing or under construction at the 

time of the approval of a shooting range application. 
 
9.  A facility manager shall be present at the facility at all times when a firearm is being discharged. 

No firearm shall be discharged in the absence of a facility manager at the facility. 
 

 

G.  Additional Standards and Requirements Applicable to Golf Courses, Country Clubs and 
Driving Ranges:  



1. All principal and accessory buildings, and outdoor swimming pools and surrounding deck areas, 
shall be setback a minimum of one hundred (100) feet from all lot lines. 

 
2. Golf courses and country clubs shall have direct access onto a paved public road. 
 
3. No driving station shall be located within seventy-five (75) feet of any lot line. Where necessary, 

buffering conditions shall be in place to minimize the impact or safety threats upon adjacent land 
uses.  

 
4. Fairways and driving ranges shall have sufficient width and shall be oriented and set back in such 

a manner to prevent golf balls from being hit outside the perimeter of the golf course.  The 
minimum width for fairways shall be one hundred (100) yards, unless the golf course designer 
can demonstrate that, because of the location of trees, sand traps, berms, etc., a narrower 
fairway will not compromise safety. Fairways shall be designed so that existing or future dwelling 
units and campsites are located a minimum of two hundred (200) feet from the center of the 
fairway. 

 
5. Accessory uses may include managerial facilities, maintenance sheds, restrooms, lockers, 

restaurants and drinking establishments, racket sports, swimming facilities, clubhouses, and other 
uses having a customary accessory relationship with a country club, provided all standards of this 
Ordinance are met and the approving body determines that such uses are clearly accessory and 
subordinate in character to the principal use of the lot as an outdoor recreational facility. 

 
6. A minimum fifty (50) foot buffer zone between turf areas and natural water bodies, watercourses 

or wetlands shall be maintained. The buffer zone may be selectively pruned or thinned, and 
weeds and dead plant material may be removed. However, the buffer shall consist of natural 
vegetation and shall not be chemically treated. 

 
7. At least one (1) shelter building with toilet facilities shall be provided per nine holes. The shelter 

shall meet all requirements of the County Health Department and local building codes. 
 
8. A hydrogeological study shall be completed and submitted to document the anticipated impact of 

the golf course on groundwater supply. This study shall inventory and analyze well logs from 
surrounding properties, giving consideration to the depth of the wells and quality of water. The 
study shall further estimate the quantity of water that will be used on a daily basis during the peak 
watering periods and shall evaluate the impact of watering operations on surrounding wells. The 
study shall be performed by an engineer licensed in Michigan or a hydrologist certified by the 
American Institute of Hydrology. 

 
9. Detailed plans for hazardous materials storage shall be provided. Buildings in which hazardous 

materials are stored shall be designed to contain spills, shall not have floor drains that discharge 
into a septic system or other pathway to the groundwater, shall be lockable, and shall be kept 
locked. An inventory manifest of stored hazardous materials must be posted at the entrance of 
the storage building and filed with the Township Clerk and local fire department. Plans for 
emergency containment and clean-up shall also be provided. 

 
10. The design of buildings shall be of an overall residential or lodge character and exterior materials 

shall be primarily wood, siding, stone and/or brick. 
 
11. Golf course and driving range boundaries shall be adequately marked to minimize unintended 

trespass and/or injury. Fencing may be required where the site plan approving body determines a 
more effective measure of protection is necessary. 

 


