1.0 Introduction
1.1 Location and Regional Context
Lake Township is located in the northwest
section of Huron County, on the Saginaw
Bay, and east of the Village of Caseville.
Huron County makes up the tip of “The
Thumb” of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula. The
Township is made up of the geographic
township T18N-R11E. The Township is
bordered on the north by the Saginaw Bay,
on the east by Hume Township, on the
south by Chandler Township, and on the
west by Caseville Township. Figure 1
shows the geographic location of the
Township.
Lake Township is 20 square miles. The
Township has a population of 800, as of the
1990 U.S. Census. Huron County is 836.6
square miles with a population of 34,951.
Huron County is rich in agriculture. Eightytwo percent of the land inside the County
was in farms in 1990, ranking it first among
the 83 counties in Michigan. Lake Township
has seen intensive development along its
shoreline.

determination of the extent of
probable future needs for the
most advantageous designation
of lands having various use
potentials and for services,
facilities, and utilities required to
equip those lands.
Planning is a process, which involves the
conscious selection of the policies relating
to land use and development in a
community. A master land use plan serves
several functions.
•

Provides a general statement of the
community’s goals and provides a
comprehensive view of its vision for the
future;

•

Provides the statutory basis for the
Zoning Ordinance, as required by the
Township Zoning Act, Michigan Public
Act 184 of 1943, as amended; and

•

Serves as the primary policy guide for
local officials considering development
proposals, land divisions, capital
improvements, and other matters
related to land use and development;
thus, it provides a stable and consistent
basis for decision making.

1.2 Purpose of the Plan
The Lake Township Planning Commission
has prepared this Master Plan under the
authority of the Township Planning Act,
Michigan Public Act 168 of 1959, as
amended. Section 6.(1) of the Act states:
The planning commission shall make
and adopt a basic plan as a guide for
the development of the unincorporated
portions of the Township. As a basis for
the plan, the planning commission may
do any of the following.
a. Make inquiries, investigations,
and surveys of all the resources
of the Township.
b. Assemble and analyze data and
formulate plans for the proper
conservation and uses of all
resources, including a

The Lake Township Master Plan will provide
guidelines for future physical development
of the community, while protecting the water
resources, other natural resources and rural
township character. This plan presents
extensive background information for the
Township and the surrounding area,
including social and economic data,
description and mapping of natural
resources, and inventory of existing
community facilities.
The background information is analyzed to
identify important characteristics, changes
and trends occurring in Lake Township.
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Community concerns are identified based
on Planning Commission comments and
citizen participation in the planning process.
Community goals and policies are
presented to guide future development
based on these background studies, key
land use trends and community issues.
These goals, along with a detailed map of
existing land use, provides the basis for the
Future Land Use Map that specifies the
extent and location of where various types
of future development can be
accommodated within the Township. This
plan also provides suggestions for
implementation of the identified goals and
policies.
Lake Township is a zoned community but is
lacking a comprehensive master plan.
Michigan law requires that a zoning
ordinance correspond to a comprehensive
master plan in order to be valid. Adoption of
a local master plan will better formulate
appropriate goals and policies to guide
development and serve as the basis for
enforceable zoning.
1.3 Public Participation Process
This Master Plan was formulated through a
process of active participation of the citizens
of Lake Township. The Planning
Commission held four public meetings for
the purpose of involving citizens and the
Commission to review and comment on the
Plan at its four strategic phases. Attended
by the Planning Commission, Township
Board of Trustees’ representatives, and
concerned citizens, the meetings were held
in the Township Hall on the following dates:
1.
2.
3.
4.

On June 18, 1999, one draft copy of the full
Master Plan was sent to the Township Clerk
and another copy sent to the Huron County
Planning Commission. The Township Clerk
copy was sent for the purpose of making it
available for public review prior to the public
hearing; the Planning Commission copy
was sent for the County’s review and
comments pursuant to Section 125.328,
Township Planning Act 168 of 1952, as
amended.
Pursuant to the public hearing notification
requirements of Section 125.329, Township
Planning Act 168 of 1952, as amended, the
Planning Commission on July 28, 1999,
conducted a public hearing on the Plan.
Pursuant to the receipt of Huron County
Planning Commission comments and the
comments received from those present at
the meeting, the Planning Commission at
the meeting adopted the Plan.
1.4 Plan Organization
The Master Plan comprises three primary
components. The background studies
profile the demographic and environmental
conditions, which existed at the time the
plan was prepared. The goals and
objectives provide the philosophical basis of
the plan. The future land use plan describes
the Township’s vision of its future in written
and graphic form.

September 23, 1998
January 27, 1999
March 24, 1999
May 26, 1999

The January 27, 1999 meeting included a
survey of all those present to fill out a
questionnaire listing their top five likes and
dislikes about the community, and top five
suggestions for future improvements needs
for the community. The survey provided a
basis for initial formulation of goals and
objectives for the Township.
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FIGURE 1
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION
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